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Suruchi endeavor in Skill/ Entrepreneur Development Domain 

 

Diploma in Dairy Technology (DDT) in 
alliance with IGNOU 

Study Center authorized by School of Agriculture 
Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU) 
Details as below: 

Academy of Dairy Skill Development (ADSkiD) 
Unit of Suruchi Consultants 
C-49, Sector-65, Noida U.P – 201307 
SC/PSC Code: 39018P 
Prog. In-charge: Mr. Sanjay Singhal 
Contact no. : +91-0120+4370845 
Email:  adskid39018p@gmail.com  
 
New admissions are Closed for July, 2017 
  
Indian Dairy Map 2017 launched on 27th 
October, at Pune. 

Aspiring entrepreneurs might attend our 
introductory session (Free) on how to set up 
dairy farm and plant on every 
2ndand4thSaturday of month from 2 PM to 5 
PM, Prior registration is must and for that 
contact our office. 
For more information please email on 
info@suruchiconsultants.com or contact at +91 
0120 4320845 

 

  52nd Dairy Entrepreneurship Development 
Program (DEDP) at Suruchi Consultants, C-
49, Sec-65, Noida 21st, 22nd & 23rd Jan, 
2017 with Guided Tour to a Dairy Farm plus 
a milk processing plant. 

For more information please follow the link: 
http://www.suruchiconsultants.com/pageDown
loads/downloads/training/3_49th%20DEDP%20
BROCHURE%20.pdf 

 

 

 

 

Suruchi is launching 2nd Second Level Dairy 
Entrepreneurship Development Program 
(DEDP- Level II) 2017 one week intensive 
hand on Dairy Plant. Dates will be 
announced soon. 

For more information please email on 
info@suruchiconsultants.com or contact at +91 
0120 4320845 

Suruchi is launching 1st Second Level Dairy 
Entrepreneurship Development Program 
(DEDP- Level II) 2017 one week intensive 
hand on Dairy Farm. Dates will be 
announced soon. 

 For more information please email on 
info@suruchiconsultants.com or contact at +91 
0120 4320845 

 

Suruchi is launching 1st Global Dairy 
Entrepreneurship Development Program 
(GDEDP) the dates will announce soon. 

For more information please follow the link: 

http://www.suruchiconsultants.com/pageD
ownloads/downloads/training/5_1st%20%2
0GDEDP%20BROCHURE.pdf 

Suruchi has launched 1st Online Dairy 
Entrepreneurship Development Program 
(ODEDP). It is 12 weeks program. 
Registrations are open. 

WatchVideo:https://www.youtube.com/wa
tch?v=5iS432VlGc8&t=42s 

For more information please visit on website 
http://skilldairy.com/
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Animal Health/Protection 

The incredible Banni buffalo breed: In arid Kutch, a village of 30 families that supplies Rs 
2.2 crore worth of milk a year 
 

November 30, 2017 

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/the-incredible-banni-buffalo-breed-in-arid-kutch-a-village-of-30-families-that-
supplies-rs-2-2-crore-worth-of-milk-a-year-4961014/ 
 

s one approaches this village around 
5 km off the main road from Bhuj 
town to the “White Rann” – the vast 

picturesque salt desert is hardly 15 km away 
at the turn – there’s nothing except sand and 
patches of Prosopis juliflora, a thorny shrub 
locally known as “ganda bawal”. 

Appearances can be deceptive, though. 
Erandavali, the village in Bhuj Taluka of 
Gujarat’s Kutch district, is home to just 30 
families making up 250-odd people. 

Yet, these 30 households — all from the 
Muslim Maldhari pastoralist community — 
together supplied 529,341 litres of milk to the 
Kutch District Cooperative Milk Producers’ 
Union during the year ended March 31, 2017. 
For this entire milk, they received a total 
payment of Rs 2.18 crore or Rs 7.26 lakh per 
family — in an arid and saline region not 
receiving even 350 mm of average annual 
rainfall! 

Erandavali is one of the 48 small hamlets in a 
3,000 sq km area called the Banni plains 
between the Kutch mainland and the Great 
Rann salt marsh. Banni refers to a buffalo 
breed as well as pasture grass species, both 
indigenous to this belt. 

The Banni buffalo, unlike common breeds 
such as Murrah or Jaffarabadi, can tolerate 
water scarcity and harsh climatic conditions, 
while thriving on the natural grasses growing 
in the area. The Maldharis, 90 per cent 
Muslim and the rest mainly Meghwal Dalit 
Hindus, leave these animals to graze during 
the night. They are trained to return to their 
vandh (hamlet) in the morning. The grasses, in 
turn, are well adapted to withstand dry 

weather, containing up to 5 per cent crude 
protein and 40 per cent fibre. 

The annual milk yield and age at first calving 
of Banni buffaloes, at 3,000-3,500 litres and 
3.5-4 years, is as good, if not better, than that 
of normal “water buffaloes”. Despite that, the 
Banni was recognised as the country’s 11th 
buffalo breed by the Indian Council of 
Agricultural Research only in 2010. “Milk 
yields are higher for grazing, as opposed to 
stall-fed, animals. Grazing — the Banni 
buffaloes travel up to 10-15 km — enables the 
animal to properly digest what it eats and the 
increased basal metabolic rate leads to more 
milk production. In New Zealand and 
Australia, too, the cows are mostly let to 
graze,” points out R D Trivedi, veterinarian 
and manager (procurement) at the Kutch 
district union. 

“In a normal monsoon year, the grasses grow 
to 3-4 feet and are available from July to 
March. If the rains are poor, we get them only 
for 3-4 months, which increases our reliance 
on jowar (sorghum) fodder, paddy straw, 
kapasiya khod (cottonseed oilcake) and 
groundnut chilka (hull). 

These are purchased from the Bhuj market,” 
notes Raubhai Halepotra, president of 
Erandivali Dhudha Pasupalak Mandli, the 
village society that pours milk to the Kutch 
union. 

This dairy farmer rears 70 Banni buffaloes that 
include 21 calves, 27 currently dry and 22 
lactating animals yielding about 170 litres per 
day. In 2016-17, he sold Rs 10.26 lakh worth 
of milk to the Kutch union. Even bigger is 
Sadhak Halepotra, who has 150 buffaloes, of 
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which 50 are now giving 300 litres daily. Last 
year, the value of his milk supplied was Rs 
16.21 lakh. 

The Kutch union is at present procuring over 
36,000 litres of milk daily from some 2,450 
producers in the Banni area, which has an 
estimated 25,000 population and roughly 
thrice as much livestock. 

“Before 2009, when the union came, we were 
selling to milk traders at Bhuj, which is 70 km 
away. They would buy and pay well in 
summers, when milk availability was low, and 
slash rates while not purchasing our entire 
quantity during the winter months when 
production goes up. The union procures our 
whole milk and pays based on the fat 
content,” says Raubhai Halepotra, who 
previously maintained only 20 buffaloes. 

One indicator of progress is the price of 
livestock. “Between 2009 and now, the 
average rate for an adult Banni buffalo here 
has soared from Rs 30,000 to Rs 1.5 lakh, 
while similarly rising from Rs 5,000 to Rs 
25,000 for Kankrej breed cows,” claims 
Valamji R Humbal, chairman of the Kutch 
union. 

One farmer, Hirabhai Devkaran Varotra from 
Dhori village, fetched as much as Rs 4.5 lakh. 
This price, paid by a Hyderabad-based 
businessman, was for a buffalo that gave 18 
litres daily in its very first lactation. “Its annual 
yield would be 5,000 litres, whose value, at Rs 
40 per litre, comes to Rs 2 lakh,” observes 
Humbal. 

 

Govt to roll back move to ban sale of cattle for slaughter 
 

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/govt-to-roll-back-move-to-ban-sale-of-cattle-for-slaughter-4961219/ 
November 30, 2017 8:36 am 
 

he Centre has decided to withdraw its 
controversial plan of notifying a ban 
on sale of cattle for slaughter in 

animal markets, a senior official from the 
Ministry of Environment and Forests told The 
Indian Express. 

The move comes after the Ministry sought 
feedback from states on its May 23 
notification on changes made to the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (Regulation 
of Livestock Market) Rules, 2017. 

“We sent a file to the Ministry of Law earlier 
this week, stating that we are withdrawing 
the notification due to several issues and will 
be revising it,” the official said, adding that a 
time-frame for the process has not yet been 
decided. 

After the notification in May, the BJP-led NDA 
government came under severe criticism for 
attempting to impose the nationwide ban on 
ideological grounds. Subsequently, several 
instances of harassment and assault by cow-
protection groups were reported from various 
parts of the country. 

Farmers, too, opposed the move to restrict 
trade in markets only to animals meant for 

agricultural use, saying they cannot directly 
access slaughterhouses. Farmers normally 
bring their redundant animals to livestock 
markets from where traders purchase and 
transport the cattle to abattoirs. 

In September, Environment Minister Harsh 
Vardhan indicated for the first time that the 
Centre may lift the ban. At the time, he said 
the rules were a “regulatory regime” for 
preventing cruelty to animals and the 
government “did not intend to directly or 
indirectly affect slaughterhouses or harm 
farmers” or “influence the food habits of 
people”. 

It was then that the Ministry asked states to 
send their opinion on the notification that 
prohibited the sale of cattle for slaughter at 
animal markets. 

The Ministry had sent two sets of letters to 
states — the first was soon after the Supreme 
Court stayed the ban — reminding them to 
respond. It had also attached a copy of the 
notification and said that a new draft would 
be framed based on feedback. The Ministry 
also held consultations with animal rights 
activists and traders on the issue. 

T



The government’s decision in May had 
sparked outrage, notably from states such as 
Kerala, West Bengal and Meghalaya on the 
grounds that it related to an issue under their 
jurisdiction. 

In May-end, the Madras High Court granted 
an interim stay on the implementation of the 

rules, specifically Rule 22(b)(iii) that required 
a person bringing cattle for sale to the market 
to furnish a written declaration that it would 
not be sold for slaughter. In July, the Supreme 
Court extended the stay to the entire country. 

  

Expected Income Returns from Buffalo Dairy Farming in India 
November 28, 2017  
http://agrihealthfoods.com/income-buffalo-dairy-farm-profits-india/ 
 

uffalo Dairy Farm Profits in India: We 
all know the importance of Buffalo 
Milk in our Daily life. Hence new 

entrepreneurs are turning towards the Buffalo 
Dairy Farm in India. In the previous post, we 
have discussed the Cost of Buffalo Dairy Farm. 
We hope that you have checked that to know 
the Buffalo dairy farming cost project. But 
starting a Buffalo Dairy Farm is easy. 
However, to gain the Profit Margin from 
buffalo dairy farm is difficult. Since times, 
people do not know the process of Buffalo 
dairy farm profit calculation. Hence, in this 
article, we have come up with the guide to let 
you know the Expected Income Returns from 
Buffalo dairy Farm in India and dairy farm 
profit calculator. 

Most of the people have doubt like what is 
the dairy farm income per buffalo? small dairy 
farm profit? 10 buffalo dairy farm income? 
and so on. Nowadays Buffalo dairy farming 
industry is a highly technical industry with 
rapid changes. it is profitable farming business 
when maintained effectively. However, the 
profits from the dairy farm also depend upon 
the proper care and management of the 
buffaloes in the farm. 

You can calculate the profit by considering the 
below factors in addition to the initial 
investment, EMI per month, water and 
electricity bills, medical and miscellaneous 
expenses. For instance, to get margins from 
buffalo dairy farm, average milk yield should 
be greater than 9 litres from a buffalo. 

Buffalo Dairy Farm Income Calculation Steps 

Income from buffalo yielding 10 litres of milk 
per day, 10 buffaloes X 10 litres is equal to 
100 litres. 

Cost of Buffalo milk per litre in the nearby 
market is around Rs.5o per litre, So for 100 
litres, you get 100 X 40 is equal to Rs.5000 per 
day from 10 buffaloes. 

So for a month, you can earn up to 
Rs.1,20,000 from a group of 10 buffalo dairy 
farm. 

In a year, the lactation period of Murrah 
breed buffalo is 300 days that is 10 months, 
then in a year, you can earn up to Rs. 
12,00,000. 

Dairy farm income per buffalo is then Rs. 
1,20,000. 
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Modi’s India: the high cost of protecting holy cows 
 
NOVEMBER 22, 2017  
https://www.ft.com/content/63522f50-caf3-11e7-ab18-7a9fb7d6163e 
 

lease use the sharing tools found via 
the email icon at the top of articles. 
Copying articles to share with others is 

a breach of FT.com T&Cs and Copyright Policy. 
Email licensing@ft.com to buy additional 
rights. Subscribers may share up to 10 or 20 
articles per month using the gift article 
service. More information can be found here.  
https://www.ft.com/content/63522f50-caf3-
11e7-ab18-7a9fb7d6163e 
 
Sohan Lal, a 52-year-old sharecropper in 
India’s heartland state of Madhya Pradesh, 
has long faced the typical problems of the 
country’s 120m farmers, from the vagaries of 
the weather to fluctuating commodity prices. 
But these days, Mr Lal, who cultivates wheat 
and soyabean on 3 acres in Pipaliya Mira 
village, is confronting a new menace that is 
causing havoc across India’s rural economy: 
stray cows that intrude on his fields and eat 
his crops. In 2004 the state government, 
controlled by the Hindu nationalist Bharatiya 
Janata party whose orthodox Hindu 
supporters revere cows as near deities, 
passed a new law banning all cattle slaughter. 
The legislation — which also prohibits taking 
aged cows out of the state for slaughter — 
was amended in 2012 to extend prison 
sentences and to shift the burden of proof on 
to suspects, who are now presumed guilty 
unless they can prove their innocence. With 
patrols of aggressive youth acting as 
enforcers, the ban upended the economics of 
keeping dairy cattle, destroying a thriving 
market for aged cows or male calves, which 
were previously valued for meat and hides. 
Today, unwanted bovines are just dumped, 
under cover of darkness, along highways or in 
other villages, resulting in a sharp surge in 
feral cattle. “People can’t afford to feed them 
so they just abandon them at night,” Mr Lal 
says. “Crops are being destroyed by both bulls 
and abandoned cows. If we are awake, we 
chase them away from the fields. Otherwise, 
they just destroy everything.” Share this 
graphic Already the world’s largest milk 
producer, India is struggling to keep pace with 
the demands of a more affluent population 
for nutritious food. But stray cattle are a 
growing problem as an ascendant BJP, led by 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, uses its 
expanding power to strengthen cow 
protection laws and restrict the bovine trade, 
fulfilling its longstanding pledge to defend the 
gau mata, or “cow mother”. The disruption of 
complex supply chains that had linked Indian 
dairy farmers to leather and meat exports 
worth about $11bn in 2016, highlighted a 
fundamental contradiction at the heart of Mr 
Modi’s administration. In 2014, the prime 
minister was swept to power on a promise to 
accelerate economic growth and create new 
opportunities for the 12m young Indians 
entering the job market each year. But his 
promise of economic revival was laced with 
an undercurrent of Hindu nationalism, which 
seeks to privilege the religious sensibilities of 
India’s Hindu majority in public policy. Sacred 
cows a growing nuisance in India Play video In 
its pursuit of stronger cow protection laws — 
at the expense of industries that together 
employ at least 5.5m people — Mr Modi’s BJP 
has signalled that the Hindu nationalist 
cultural agenda trumps economic interests, 
including the urgent need for job creation. 
“Cow protection has been a core issue that 
has defined the Hindu nationalist movement 
since its inception,” says Gilles Verniers, a 
political science professor at New Delhi’s 
Ashoka University. “It’s not something that 
can be ditched easily for the sake of an 
economic argument. They are ready to bear 
the cost. And politically, they think it’s more 
rewarding. The gains outweigh the cost.” 
Volunteers of the Gau Raksha Dal (Cow 
Protection Squad) inspect a truck on a 
highway in Taranagar, Rajasthan © AFP 
Economists say the tough cow protection 
policies are a blow to rural households, half of 
which keep bovines, both as a source of milk 
for their own consumption and to generate 
income. Experts warn of stagnating milk 
production, and sharp increases in price. “It’s 
bizarre that the macro implications of this 
haven’t been considered,” says Ravi 
Srivastava, an economics professor at 
Jawaharlal Nehru University’s Centre for the 
Study of Regional Development in Delhi. “You 
are turning an asset into a liability.” “If 
farmers are not able to sell their redundant 
cattle, the cost per unit of milk would have to 
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go up horrendously for the rest of the dairy 
economy to be viable,” he adds. “More and 
more farmers are very disinclined to keep 
cattle.” Share this graphic Share this graphic 
The country’s cow protection movement 
began in north India in the late 19th century, 
as upper-caste Hindus sought to resist 
western influence and spur nationalist 
sentiment. The cow, the heart of rural 
economies, was elevated to the symbolic 
“mother of the Hindu nation” — an idea 
propagated in posters, pamphlets and public 
meetings. Cow protection societies sprang up 
across north India and in big cities, pushing — 
unsuccessfully — to criminalise cow slaughter. 
“The cow was always an essential companion 
of everyday life in rural India,” says Mr 
Verniers. “It essentially became a symbol of 
Hindu national identity, which was not so 
much centred around religion, but around 
cultural symbols that are evocative of the 
motherland.” The elevation of the cow to a 
sacred national symbol also fuelled tensions, 
dividing Hindus from Muslims, who had no 
taboo on eating beef and sometimes 
sacrificed the animals for their own festivals. 
Communal riots over cow slaughter erupted 
in 1893, and recurred in the following 
decades. Share this graphic After India’s 
independence in 1947, conservative Hindu 
leaders pushed for a national cow slaughter 
ban in the constitution. That demand was 
rejected, though a “directive principle” urged 
individual states to prohibit slaughter of cows 
or draught animals that could pull ploughs or 
carts. Since the 1950s, many states have 
banned the killing of productive cattle. But 
the killing of aged animals was often allowed, 
creating a robust rural market for animals that 
could no longer give milk or pull ploughs, 
many of which were sold to traders in 
neighbouring Bangladesh. As India’s milk 
production has risen in the past two decades, 
so too have meat and leather exports, driven 
by the natural rotation of milk-producing 
animals and growing mechanisation of 
agriculture, which has seen a sharp rise in the 
use of tractors and reduced demand for bulls. 
But on the campaign trail in 2014, Mr Modi 
publicly decried India’s rising meat exports, 
which he described repeatedly in emotive 
terms as a “pink revolution” — a reference to 
flesh and blood — destroying the local cattle 
population. “People who slaughter cows, who 
slaughter animals, are destroying our rivers of 
milk,” he told a large rally. An Indian tannery 
preparing cow skins in Jalandhar, Punjab © 

AFP Since then, the BJP has pushed to quash 
the cattle trade. BJP-ruled states widened 
their cow protection laws to stop the 
slaughter of even aged, unproductive animals, 
ban the interstate transport of cattle and 
impose tougher penalties on the guilty — up 
to life imprisonment for killing a cow in Mr 
Modi’s home state of Gujarat. This summer, 
New Delhi issued a national order making it a 
criminal offence to buy or sell any bovines — 
including buffaloes — for slaughter in any 
cattle markets, though the rules were set 
aside by the Supreme Court in response to 
legal challenges. North India has also seen the 
rise of violent “cow defenders”, responsible 
for a series of lethal attacks on Muslim 
farmers and livestock traders, killings that 
have created a climate of fear and severely 
depressed once-active markets for cattle, 
both young and old. “The supply chain has 
been completely disrupted because there are 
no traders coming into the villages,” says Mr 
Srivastava. “They are very, very afraid.” The 
most immediate hit has been felt by India’s 
leather industry, especially established 
leather hubs in BJP-ruled Uttar Pradesh in 
northern India, where the supply of hides has 
become highly erratic, due to the vigilantism. 
“People are afraid to move the hides because 
the vigilantes can stop the leather movement 
on the ground,” says M Rafeeque Ahmed, 
former chairman of the Council for Leather 
Exports. Hindu nationalist members of a cow 
vigilante group in Agra, Uttar Pradesh © 
Reuters The domestic hide supply, he says, is 
“on and off. It’s OK for a while, until 
something happens, then it gets disturbed for 
a few weeks. Then it gets back to normal. But 
factories cannot function like that. We should 
have assured supply all the time.” Given this, 
many Indian leather goods producers — 
including those making shoes and other 
products — have started importing hides from 
abroad. “People that have been using Indian 
leather want to be sure that their factories 
run, so they are importing more,” Mr Ahmed 
says. But the cow protection movement has 
also cast a long shadow over milk production. 
“Dairying is totally tied in with the freedom of 
the farmer to sell your animal and replace 
your stock,” says Sagari Ramdas, a 
veterinarian affiliated with the Food 
Sovereignty Alliance. “If the farmer is no 
longer going to have that freedom, it could 
have severe implications for the production of 
milk.” The prosperous agricultural state of 
Punjab — where Nestlé has its largest Indian 



milk packing and processing plant — is at the 
forefront of India’s efforts to increase its milk 
output. With supply still lagging behind 
demand, rising milk prices have been big 
drivers of food price inflation over the past 
decade. “We do need more milk,” says 
Amarjit Singh Nanda, vice-chancellor of 
Ludhiana’s Guru Angad Dev Veterinary and 
Animal Sciences University. “Our animals are 
not having the best productivity compared to 
the developed world.” Share this graphic 
Punjab’s enterprising farmers have largely 
turned their back on India’s indigenous cattle, 
instead raising foreign cross-breeds like the 
Holstein-Friesian, regarded as the world’s 
highest-producing dairy cows. As a result, 
Punjab produces 8 per cent of India’s milk, 
from just 2 per cent of its dairy animals. 
Punjabi farmers have also been breeding the 
high-yielding Holstein-Friesian cows — which 
are worth nearly Rs100,000 ($1,500) each — 
and selling them to farmers across north 
India, helping to raise the nation’s milk 
output. But restrictions on cattle sales and 
cow protection vigilantism in BJP-ruled states 
have led to a collapse in demand for the 
expensive animals, with farmers reluctant to 
make such purchases any longer, due to 
uncertainty over whether they can recoup 
their costs. PM Narendra Modi: his ruling BJP 
has used its expanding power to strengthen 
cow protection laws and restrict the bovine 
trade © Reuters Vigilantes in Punjab’s 
neighbouring states often demand that 
transporters pay Rs15,000 ($230) or Rs20,000 
per cow before they will permit the trucks to 
proceed to their destination. “The cow I was 
selling for Rs90,000, now I’m selling for 
Rs50,000,” says Avtar Singh, a cattle breeder 
who says his only sales are now to farmers in 
Punjab. “People are humiliating the traders, 
saying these animals are their mothers.” Mr 
Nanda warns that “India will face a milk crisis” 
if such trends continue. “The growth in 
dairying will stop.” Ajay Vir Jakhar, chairman 
of Punjab Farmers Commission, agrees that 
the disruption to the livestock trade will have 
significant repercussions for the production of 
milk. “People will stop keeping dairy animals 

because it’s not viable any more,” he says. 
“India will become a net importer of milk in 
10 years’ time,” he adds. “We will be 
completely dependent on buying milk from 
abroad.” Additional reporting by Jyotsna 
Singh Worshipping a cow at the River Ganges 
© AP Cost of care: states step in to stem the 
rise of stray cows As stray cow numbers grow 
with the tightening of controls on their 
slaughter, the government led by the 
Bharatiya Janata party is supporting the 
establishment of “gaushalas” or cow shelters, 
which are intended to provide shelter to 
elderly, unwanted cattle. In Madhya Pradesh, 
the state government has provided land for 
setting up village gaushalas, as well as a Rs500 
annual subsidy for each resident bovine. But 
Lalit Tyagi, who helps his grandfather run a 
community gaushala in Titora village, says the 
state funds are insufficient as the cost of 
feeding a cow for one year is nearly Rs6,000. 
“It costs a lot more to run these gaushalas 
than the government provides in subsidy so 
people are not accepting the cows,” he says. 
“If we bring abandoned cows to the shelter 
but can’t feed them, they will starve here too. 
It is better to let them roam around and graze 
on the green patches.” In Rajasthan, which 
has its own cow ministry, the state 
government this year levied a cow protection 
tax — a 10 per cent surcharge on stamp 
duties for property transactions — to raise 
revenues for the care of geriatric cows. But 
experts question just how many unproductive 
cows Indian taxpayers can afford to support. 
According to the last livestock census in 2012, 
India had around 5.2m stray cattle, but that 
number is believed to be rising fast. “If we 
keep all our male calves alive, and if we do 
not smuggle or sell infertile cows, the number 
of useless animals would increase by 20 per 
cent a year,” says Amarjit Singh Nanda, vice-
chancellor of Ludhiana’s Guru Angad Dev 
Veterinary and Animal Sciences University. In 
Titora, Mr Tyagi says farmers are turning away 
from dairy. “Earlier, 80 per cent of houses 
reared cows, but now not so many people are 
keeping them. The investment is more and 
the return is less. It’s cheaper to buy milk.” 
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attle Breeds 

   Indigenous dairy breeds of 
cattle 

 

Gir:  This breed is otherwise called as 
Bhadawari, Desan, Gujarati, Kathiawari, 
Sorthi, and Surati. 

Originated in Gir forests of South Kathiawar in 
Gujarat also found in Maharashtra and 
adjacent Rajasthan. 

Basic colours of skin are white with dark red 
or chocolate-brown patches or sometimes 
black or purely red. 

Horns are peculiarly curved, giving a ‘half 
moon’ appearance. 

Milk yield ranges from 1200-1800 kgs per 
lactation. 

This bread is known for its hardiness and 
disease resistance 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Red Sindhi: This breed is otherwise called 
as Red Karachi and Sindhi and Mahi. 

Originated in Karachi and Hyderabad 
(Pakistan) regions of undivided India and also 
reared in certain organized farms in our 
country. 

Colour is red with shades varying from dark 
red to light, strips of white. 

Milk yield ranges from 1250 to 1800 kgs per 
lactation. 

Bullocks despite lethargic and slow can be 
used for road and field work. 

 

                

 

  3. Sahiwal 

Originated in Montgomery region of 
undivided India. 

This breed otherwise known as Lola (loose 
skin), Lambi Bar, Montgomery, Multani, Teli. 

Best indigenous dairy breed. 

Reddish dun or pale red in colour, sometimes 
flashed with white patches. 

Heavy breed with symmetrical body having 
loose skin. 

The average milk yield of this breed is 
between 1400 and 2500 kgs per lactation. 

                                     

 Indigenous Draught breeds of cattle     

  1. Hallikar: Originated from the former 
princely state of Vijayanagarm, presently part 
of Karnataka. 

The colour is grey or dark grey. 

Compact, muscular and medium size animal 
with prominent forehead, long horns and 
strong legs. 

The breed is best known for its draught 
capacity and especially for its trotting ability. 

  

C 



Amritmahal 

Originated in Hassan, Chikmagalur and 
Chitradurga district of Karnataka. 

Amiritmahals are grey cattle but their shade 
varies from almost white to near black. 

The muzzle, feat and tail are usually black. 

Horns are long and end in sharp black points 

 

Khillari 

Originated from Sholapur and Sitapur districts 
of Maharashtra. 

Closely resembles Hallikar breed. 

Grey-white in colour. 

Long horns turn forwards in a peculiar 
fashion. The horns are generally black, 
sometimes pinkish. 

Bullocks are fast and powerful. 

 

Kangayam 

Also known as kongu and konganad. 

Originated in Kangayam, Dharapuram, 
Perundurai, Erode, Bhavani and part of 
Gobichettipalayam taluk of Erode and 
Coimbatore district. 

Bulls are grey with dark colour in hump, fore 
and hind quarters. 

The horns are spread apart, nearly straight 
with a slight curve backwards. 

Cows are grey or white. 

The eyes are dark and prominent with black 
rings around them. 

Moderate size with compact bodies. 

 

 

Bargur 

Found around Bargur hills in Bhavani taluk of 
Erode district in Tamilnadu. 

Developed for work in uneven hilly terrains. 

Generally brown colour with white markings. 

Animals are well built, compact and medium 
in size. 

Known for their speed and endurance in 
trotting. 

Cautious in behaviour and tends to remain 
away from strangers. 

 

 

  6. Umblachery 

It is otherwise called as Jathi madu, Mottai 
madu, Molai madu, Therkathi madu. 

Originated inThanjavur, Thiruvarur and 
Nagappattinam districts of Tamil Nadu. 

Suitable for wet ploughing and known for 
their strength and sturdiness. 

Umblachery calves are generally red or brown 
at birth with all the characteristic white 
marking on the face, on limbs and tail. 

The legs have white markings below the hocks 
like socks. 

The practice of dehorning of bullocks is 
peculiar in Umblachery cattle. 



 

  7. Pulikulam 

 

This breed is commonly seen in cumbum 
valley of Madurai district in Tamil Nadu. 

Also known as Jallikattu madu, kidai madu, 
sentharai. 

Small in size, usually grey or dark grey in 
colour. 

Well- developed hump. 

Mainly used for penning in the field. 

Useful for ploughing. 

Presence of reddish or brownish spots in 
muzzle, eyes, switch and back is the 
characteristic feature of this breed.  

Typical backward curving horns of likeMysore 
type cattle. 

Breeds are active, useful draught animals but 
not fast trotter 

 

 

 

8. Alambadi 

 

Originated from Alambadi of Dharmapuri 
district in Tamilnadu. 

Grey or dark grey in colour.  

White markings will be seen in forehead, limb 
and tail. 

Horns are backward curving like Mysore 
cattle. 

Resembles Hallikar and also known as Betas. 

It is useful in ploughing 

 

   Indigenous Dual purpose breeds of Cattle 

Tharparkar 

 

Originated in Tharparkar district (Pakistan) of 
undivided India and also found in Rajasthan. 

Otherwise known as White Sindhi, Gray Sindhi 
and Thari. 

They are medium sized, compact and have 
lyre-shaped horn. 

Body colour is white or light grey. 

The bullocks are quite suitable for ploughing 
and casting and the cows yield 1800 to 2600 
kgs of milk per lactation. 

 

 

  2. Hariana 

 

It was originated from Rohtak, Hisar, Jind and 
Gurgaon districts of Haryana and also popular 
in Punjab, UP and parts of MP. 

Horns are small. 

The bullocks are powerful work animals. 



Hariana cows are fair milkers yielding 600 to 
800 kg of milk per lactation. 

 
  3. Kankrej 

 

It is otherwise called as Wadad or Waged, 
Wadhiar. 

Originated from Southeast Rann of Kutch of 
Gujarat and adjoining Rajasthan (Barmer and 
Jodhpur district). 

The horns are lyre-shaped. 

Colour of the animal varies from silver-grey to 
iron-grey or steel black. 

The gait of Kankrej is peculiar called as 1 ¼ 
paces (sawai chal). 

Kankrej is valued for fast, powerful, draught 
cattle. Useful in ploughing and carting. 

The cows are good milkers, yielding about 
1400 kgs per lactation. 

  4. Ongole 

 

Otherwise known as Nellore. 

Home tract is Ongole taluk in Guntur district 
of Andhra Pradesh. 

Large muscular breed with a well developed 
hump. 

Suitable for heavy draught work. 

White or light grey in colour. 

Average milk yield is 1000 kgs per lactation. 

 

5.Krishna Valley 

 

Originated from black cotton soil of the water 
shed of the river Krishna in Karnataka and also 
found in border districts of Maharastra. 

Animals are large, having a massive frame 
with deep, loosely built short body. 

Tail almost reaches the ground. 

Generally grey white in colour with a darker 
shade on fore quarters and hind quarters in 
male. Adults females are more whitish in 
appearance. 

The bullocks are powerful animals useful for 
slow ploughing, and valued for their good 
working qualities. 

The average yield is about 900 kgs per 
lactation. 

 

  6. Deoni 

 

This breed otherwise known as Dongerpati, 
Dongari, Wannera, Waghyd, Balankya, 
Shevera. 

Originated in Western Andra Pradesh and also 
found in Marathwada region of Maharashtra 
state and adjoining part of Karnataka. 

Body colour is usually spotted black and 
white. 



Milk yield ranges from 636 to 1230 kgs per 
lactation. 

Caving interval average is 447 days. 

Bullocks are suitable for heavy cultivation. 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Exotic dairy breeds of cattle 

 

 
  1. Jersey 

 

Originated from Jersey Island, U.K. 

Smallest of the dairy types of cattle. 

In India this breed has accliamatized well and 
is widely used in cross breeding with 
indigenous cows. 

The typical colour of Jersey cattle is reddish 
fawn. 

Dished forehead; compact and angular body. 

Economical producers of milk with 4.5% fat. 

Average milk yield is 4500 kgs per lactation. 

  2. Holstein Friesian 

 

originated from the northern parts of 
Netherlands, especially in the province of 
Friesland. 

Largest dairy breed and ruggedly built is 
shape and possess large udder. 

Breeds have typical marking of black and 
white that make them easily distinguishable. 

The average milk production of cow is 6000 to 
7000 kgs per lactation. 

 
 

  3. Brown Swiss 

 

The mountainous region of Switzerland is the 
place of origin of Brown Swiss breed. 

Breeds are rugged in nature and good milk 
production. 

Average milk yield is 5000 kgs per lactation. 

The Karan Swiss is the excellent crossbred 
cattle obtained by crossing this breed with 
Sahiwal cattle at NDRI, Karnal. 

  4. Red Dane 

 

Orginated in Denmark. 



Body colour of this Danish breed is red, 
reddish brown or even dark brown. 

It is also a heavy breed; 

The lactation yield of Red Dane cattle varies 
from 3000 to 4000 kgs 

 

  5. Ayrshire 

 

Origin is Ayrshire in Scotland and considered 
as most beautiful dairy breed. These are very 
active animals but hard to manage. 

They do not produce as much milk or butter 
fat (only 4%) as some of the other dairy 
breeds.  

The breed was also known as Dunlop cattle or 
Cunningham cattle 

  6. Guernsey 

 

Originated from Small island of Guernsey in 
France. 

Cherry red to brown in colour. Mahagony and 
white is a variation in colour. 

The milk has a golden colour due to an 
exceptionally high content of beta carotene 

Guernsey cows produce around 6000 kgs per 
lactation. 

The Guernsey cow has many notable 
advantages for the dairy farmer over other 
breeds includes high efficiency of milk 
production, low incidence of calving difficulty 
and longevity. 

 

  Cross bred - Dairy Cattle 

 
  1. Jersey cross 

 

Jersey crosses are produced by upgrading/ 
cross breeding the non descript / Indigenous 
breeds of cows with Jersey breed semen. 

Jersey crosses are suitable dairy animals for 
tropical plains of our country. 

They are medium sized, have better heat 
tolerance than other exotic crosses and well 
adapted to our climate. 

Depending on the milk production potential 
of our indigenous cows, the Jersey crosses 
may show 2 to 3 fold increase in milk yield in 
the first generation. 

 

  2. Holstein Friesian cross 

The HF crosses are more suitable for 
temperture climatic regions like hilly areas as 
they are less tolerant to heat. 

Less resistance to tropical diseases than 
Jersey crosses. 

Although the milk yield is higher in HF crosses 
the fat per cent is less. 

 

 Buffalo Breeds 

 

 Indigenous Buffalo breeds 

1. Murrah 

 



Most important breed of buffaloes whose 
home is Rohtak, Hisar and Sind of Haryana, 
Nabha and Patiala districts of Punjab and 
southern parts of Delhi state. 

Otherwise called as Delhi, Kundi and Kali. 

The colour is usually jet black with white 
markings on tail and face and extremities 
sometimes found. 

Tightly curved horn is an important character 
of this breed. 

Most efficient milk and butter fat producers in 
India. 

Butter fat content is 7.83%. Average lactation 
yield is varying from 1500 to 2500 kgs per 
lactation. 

Also used for the grading up of inferior local 
buffaloes. 

 

 

 

  2. Surti 

 

Also known as Deccani, Gujarati, Talabda, 
Charator and Nadiadi. 

The breeding tract of this breed is Kaira and 
Baroda district of Gujarat. 

Coat colour varies from rusty brown to silver-
grey. 

The horns are sickle shaped, moderately long 
and flat. 

The peculiarity of the breed is two white 
collars, one round the jaw and the other at 
the brisket region 

The milk yield ranges from 1000 to 1300 kgs 
per lactation. 

The peculiarity of this breed is very high fat 
percentage in milk (8-12per cent). 

Jaffrabadi 

 

 

The breeding tract of this breed is Gir forests, 
Kutch and Jamnagar districts of Gujarat. 

This is the heaviest Indian breed of buffalo. 

The horns are heavy, inclined to droop at each 
side of the neck and then turning up at point 
(drooping horns). 

The udder is well developed with funnel 
shaped teats. 

The average milk yield is 1000 to 1200 kgs per 
lactation. 

The bullocks are heavy and used for ploughing 
and carting. 

These animals are mostly maintained by 
traditional breeders called Maldharis, who are 
nomads. 

  4. Bhadawari 

 

Home tract of this breed is Agra and Etawah 
district of Uttar Pradesh and Gwalior district 
of Madhya Pradesh. 

Medium sized buffalo. 

The body is usually light or copper coloured is 
a peculiarity of this breed. Eye lids are 
generally copper or light brown colour. 

Two white lines ‘Chevron’ are present at the 
lower side of the neck similar to that of Surti 
buffaloes. 

The average milk yield is 800 to 1000 kgs per 
lactation. 

The bullocks are good draught animal with 
high heat tolerance. 



The fat content of milk varies from 6 to 12.5 
per cent. This breed is an efficient converter 
of coarse feed into butterfat and is known for 
its high butter fat content. 

 5. Nili Ravi 

 

originated around the river Ravi. 

This breed is found in Sutlej valley in Ferozpur 
district of Punjab and in the Sahiwal (Pakistan) 
of undivided India. 

The peculiarity of the breed is the wall eyes. 

Head is small, elongated, bulging at top and 
depressed between eyes. 

Horns are very small and tightly coiled. 

Bullocks are good for heavy trotting work. 

The milk yield is 1500-1850 kgs per lactation. 

 

  6. Mehsana 

 

Mehsana is a dairy breed of buffalo found in 
Mehsana, Sabarkanda and Banaskanta 
districts in Gujarat and adjoining Maharashtra 
state. 

The breed is evolved out of crossbreeding 
between the Surti and the Murrah. 

Body is longer than Murrah but limbs are 
lighter. 

The horns are less curved than in Murrah and 
are irregular. 

Bullocks are good for heavy work. 

The milk yield is 1200-1500 kgs per lactation. 

 

  7. Nagpuri 

 

This breed is also called as Elitchpuri or Barari. 

The breeding tract of this breed is Nagpur, 
Akola and Amrawati districts of Maharashtra. 

These are black coloured animal with white 
patches on face, legs and tail. The horns are 
long, flat and curved, bending backward on 
each side of the back. (Swaord shaped horns). 

The bullocks can be used for heavy work. 

The milk yield ranges from 700 to 1200 kgs 
per lactation. 

  8. Toda 

 

This buffalo is named after an ancient tribe, 
Toda of Nilgiris Hills of south India and it is a 
semi-wild breed.   

The predominate coat colours are fawn and 
ash-grey. 

Thick hair coat is found all over the body. 

They are gregarious in nature. 

The body is long and deep and the chest is 
deep. The legs are short and strong. 

The horns are set wide apart curving inward, 
outward and forward forming a characteristic 
crescent shape. 

The average milk yield is 500 kgs per lactation 
with high fat content of 8%. 
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‘Amul is now a Congress-mukt federation’: How BJP took control of India’s largest milk 
cooperative 
 

The second part of a Scroll.in series on the respected dairy organisation explores how accountability 
has worsened with the centralisation of power. 

https://scroll.in/article/858585/amul-is-now-a-congress-mukt-federation-how-bjp-took-control-of-indias-largest-milk-
cooperative 

 

he foundation for the world’s largest 
milk cooperative was laid when two 
idealists met two years after India’s 

independence. Tribhuvandas Patel was a 
freedom fighter who had set up the Kaira 
district cooperative milk producers’ union to 
secure a better deal for dairy farmers in 
Gujarat’s Anand district. Verghese Kurien had 
just returned from studying dairy engineering 
in Boston on a government scholarship. The 
young man from Kerala had been dispatched 
by the government to a rundown creamery in 
Anand. 

A few months later, as MV Kamath recounts 
in his biography of Kurien titled Milkman from 
Anand, when the government decided to 
close the creamery, Patel asked Kurien to join 
the Kaira milk cooperative. Kurien became its 
first general manager. Patel was the 
chairman. Between them, they created a 
organisation that embodied the promise of 
newly independent India. 

“Here was the unique concept of taking the 
products of the land, processing them in 
modern industrial establishments owned by 
the producers, creating products for the 
consumer and bringing the profits back 
directly to the producers in the village in a 
continuous cooperative operation,” noted 
Rudolf Von Leyden, a senior executive roped 
in to distribute the cooperative’s new 
product-line in baby food, in Kamath’s book. 

Between 1960 and 1973, the Kaira milk 
cooperative infused Rs 350 lakh-Rs 540 lakh 
into the district every year, according to 
Kamath’s estimates. Its growth inspired other 
districts to create their own milk unions. By 
1973, Gujarat had six district milk unions, 

which joined together to create the Gujarat 
Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation, 
which owns the Amul brand. 

The Amul federation now has 18 milk unions. 
Some of these, especially those located in 
less-developed districts of Gujarat, are the 
economic engines of their areas. 

As Kamath writes, Patel was categorical in his 
view that the cooperatives would fail if 
politicians entered them, viewing them as 
opportunities for patronage. To keep out the 
politicians, only farmers selling milk to the 
dairy were allowed to contest elections. 

But things are very different now. Over the 
last decade, politicians have found a way to 
circumvent this rule. “The records of the 
village milk society are changed overnight,” 
claimed a former elected official at Banas 
dairy. “A man without a single cow becomes a 
member and gets nominated as a candidate in 
the election.” 

  

The end of idealism 

As reported in the first part of this series, 
politicians belonging to the Bharatiya Janata 
Party now control each of the 18 Amul milk 
unions. In August, the last non-BJP chairman, 
Ramsinh Parmar of the Kaira milk cooperative, 
left the Congress to join the ruling party. Said 
a senior dairy manager, “Amul is now a 
Congress-mukt federation.” 

T



Many of the BJP leaders at the helm of the 
milk cooperatives have faced serious criminal 
charges. Amul chairman Jetha Patel 
was arrested in a rioting case in the violence 
of 2002. The charges were later dropped, with 
the police citing insufficient evidence. Vice 
chairman Jetha Bharwad faced charges of 
rape, extortion and kidnapping, according to 
his affidavit for the 2012 assembly election. 
The same year, the affidavit of Banas dairy’s 
chairman Shankar Chaudhary listed three 
charges related to murder, four related to 
rioting and two related to criminal 
intimidation. Jetha Patel and Shankar 
Chaudhury did not respond to email queries 
about these charges. 

This is a marked contrast from the first 
generation of leaders who created the district 
milk unions in the 1970s. In the initial years, 
the idealism of the founders, most of whom 
were freedom fighters and Gandhians, kept 
dairy farmers at the centre of management 
decisions. After 1975, the introduction of 
elections to choose the leaders of the 
cooperatives further strengthened the system 
of accountability. First, leaders were drawn 
from the local community. Second, anyone 
with inconsistent performance could be voted 
out in the next elections. In practice, 
however, even after elections were 
introduced, chairpersons were not voted out. 
Dairy farmers trusted leaders like 
Tribhuvandas Patel. In turn, Patel and his 
fellow Gandhians saw their work at the 
cooperative as a form of service. 

Since then, however, Amul has lived through 
two large leadership transitions. The first 
transferred power to regional satraps who, 
while disinterested in party politics, used the 
dairies to become power centres. The second 
transferred power from the satraps to 
practising politicians. Banas Dairy is an 
excellent instance of such a trend. It was set 
up by Galbabhai Manji Patel, a Gandhian. 
After he died in 1972, it was run till 1991 by 
his contemporary Galbabhai Nanji Patel, also 
a Gandhian. Patel was succeeded by a local 
leader Parthi Bhatol, who stayed at the helm 
of Banas dairy till 2016, when he lost the 
elections to local MLA and state health 
minister Shankar Chaudhary. 

The first part of this story has looked at the 
financial trends in Banas Dairy under Bhatol. 
This story looks at the other changes during 
this period. 

The age of the satrap 

The age of the Gandhians began to end in the 
1980s. 

By this time, Congress leader Madhavsingh 
Solanki had devised a communitarian formula 
for electoral alliances that came to be known 
as KHAM – Kshatriya, Harijan, Adivasi and 
Muslims. The foregrounding of caste in 
Gujarat’s politics, said a senior dairy manager 
who did not want to be identified, aggravated 
caste sentiments in the milk unions. Even as 
the composition of union membership 
became more broadbased with the 
government distributing cattle among 
Adivasis and women, management control 
came to be concentrated among the 
dominant castes, who had the resources and 
numbers to fight and win elections. The 
Chaudharys dominated the milk unions in 
north Gujarat, while the southern and central 
regions were the strongholds of Patels. 

With the unions growing from fledgeling 
entities into the biggest economic engines of 
their districts, local politics began revolving 
around milk and credit cooperatives, said 
Kaushik Mehta, the editor of Phulchhab, a 
Gujarati newspaper published from Rajkot. 
They could be used to extend patronage – 
loans, employment, contracts and more – and 
win followers in the district. 

These factors explain the next generation of 
milk union leaders like Parthi Bhatol. In his 
initial years, said the senior dairy manager, 
Bhatol, who belonged to the Chaudhary 
community, profited from his caste 
affiliations. But later he used the cooperative 
to build a base for himself that allowed him to 
stave off challengers from his own caste as 
well. 

Most people familiar with Bhatol describe him 
as a regional satrap who was primarily 
interested in remaining powerful locally for 
which he was willing to shift political 
allegiances. “Anyone who came to power as 
MP, Bhatol stayed with them,” said Manubhai 



Vyas, who stood for Banas Dairy chairman 
elections this year. From supporting the 
Congress, Bhatol gravitated to the BJP after 
Narendra Modi became the chief minister of 
the state, said Vyas. 

 

 This appears to be a common pattern in 
Gujarat’s cooperative sector. Vithal Radadia 
of the Rajkot District Cooperative Bank 
started as an independent, joined the BJP, 
switched to the Congress, before moving back 
to BJP, Kaushik Mehta said. 

It is under the regional satraps that Amul 
began shedding its democratic structure. 
Incumbents and aspiring chairpersons alike 
began creating panels of loyalists who stood 
for elections to the union’s board. “The 
candidate with the more successful panel has 
the numbers to become chairperson,” said 
Dilip Singh Barad, a director at Banas dairy. 

At the same time, local businessmen, 
attracted by the size of the dairy, entered the 
fray. The amount of money spent on election 
campaigning rose. Most farmers could no 
longer afford to contest elections. Said 
Govindbhai of Thaana village: “The candidates 
for the director’s role are those who have 
more money.” 

Things have now reached a point where, as 
Rasulbhai, a middle-aged dairy farmer who 
supplies milk to Banas Dairy, said: “Before 
polling, for three weeks or a month, 
candidates take village chairmen away for a 
tour. They are brought back only on the day 
of voting.” 

With the rise of the panels, dairy farmers lost 
their say on whom to appoint. Now, they 
could only choose between rival candidates – 
each with loyalties not to the farmers but to 
candidates vying to be the chairperson. 

Scroll.in asked RS Sodhi, the managing 
director of Gujarat Cooperative Milk 
Marketing Federation, and Bipin Patel, the 
managing director of Banas Dairy, about the 
rising use of panels and if they had tried to 
stop them. Sodhi did not respond to the 

question. Patel said: “Banas Dairy works as 
per the co-operative act and rules and 
regulations of the state. The elections for the 
board of directors is conducted by the 
government under supervision of their 
officials. The Board Directors discharge their 
duties with in framework of the co-operative 
laws. The present Board including Chairman 
have very high value system and the board 
governs the dairy very transparently with 
strict adherence to the principles of 
cooperatives.” 

Patel added: “We are more than convinced 
that with above facts and details, you shall 
agree that Banas Dairy had been and is 
working for the socio- economic upliftment of 
farmers and the Management of Banas Dairy 
is committed to meet the needs and 
expectations of the farmers and consumers.” 
He did not, however, answer Scroll.in’s 
specific question on the rise of the panels. 

As election expenses rose and relatives of 
chairperson began interfering with dairy 
operations, corruption complaints began 
rising – most famously in the case of Mehsana 
dairy chairman Vipul Chaudhary, the son of 
Dudhsagar Dairy founder Maan Singh 
Chaudhary. In 2013, a petition filed in the 
Gujarat High Court alleged, among other 
things, that under Chaudhary, 
“misappropriation in production of cattle feed 
by Mehsana Union has resulted in loss of Rs 
200 crore to the union”. At that time, Sodhi 
also levied similar charges against Chaudhary. 
Chaudhury did not respond 
to Scroll.in’s request for an interview. 

The age of the politician 

The next stage started in the late nineties 
when the BJP came to power in Gujarat. 

It was quick to cast an eye on the cooperative 
institutions in the state, said sociologist 
Achyut Yagnik. For the party high command, 
assuming control over cooperatives was one 
way to weaken both the Congress and local 
power structures. At the same time, its local 
leaders saw a chance to consolidate their own 
position in the district. 

The BJP started with the credit cooperatives 
before moving to the milk cooperatives, said 



Yagnik. Of the two, said Arjun Modhwadia, a 
Gujarat Congress leader, the milk 
cooperatives were more attractive. “Credit 
cooperatives are not as big financially as the 
dairy cooperatives.” The senior dairy manager 
added, “Anyone who wants long-term power 
has to control people institutions. And dairy is 
the biggest in Gujarat. Of the 17,000 villages 
in Gujarat, 16,500 are covered by dairies.” 

How did the party reach into – and establish 
control over – a very different institutional 
arrangement? 

A closer look at Banaskantha, the biggest milk 
union in Amul, provides some answers. A 
former elected official at the dairy, who spoke 
to Scroll.in on the condition of anonymity, 
said political interference by BJP leaders 
started in 1998. According to him, three tacks 
were tried. 

1. Changing the composition of the board 

In 1998, the party tried to influence chairman 
selection by changing the composition of the 
board of Banas Dairy. At that time, said the 
elected official, the board had 12 people from 
talukas, two nominees of the state 
government, one nominee each of the 
Gujarat Cooperative Milk Marketing 
Federation, the National Dairy Development 
Board and the Registrar of Cooperatives – 17 
members in all. However, on the day the 
chairperson elections were to be held, the 
Keshubhai Patel-led BJP government 
nominated two fresh people to the board. The 
state government, said the dairy official, was 
overstepping its limits. “It has no shareholding 
in Amul, it did not stand guarantee for our 
loans, it had no right to interfere.” And so, the 
matter went to court. Bhatol stayed as 
chairperson. 

The next BJP government under Suresh Mehta 
continued the trend. Amul, said the dairy 
official, “kept going to the courts and getting 
stays”. 

This strategy is still in active use. In 2015, in a 
bid to unseat Ramsingh Parmar as chairman 
of Kaira milk cooperative, former Gujarat 
chief minister Anandiben Patel tried 
to change the composition of the board. 

Sodhi did not respond to Scroll.in’s question 
on the use of this strategy. Neither did Amul 
chairman and BJP leader Jetha Patel. 

2. Pressure to join the party 

The BJP’s efforts picked up momentum when 
Narendra Modi became chief minister. Under 
him, said the former elected official, pressure 
on dairy chairpersons to join the party went 
past blandishments into coercion. Bhatol had 
to face many audit objections. Officials of 
credit cooperatives allege something similar. 
CN Tarapara, the managing director of Rajkot 
District Cooperative Bank said: “The bank had 
a rough time when it was under Congress 
leadership. The BJP government filed 43 cases 
against it. It is only when the management 
changed that all cases were taken back.” 

Sodhi and Jetha Patel did not respond 
to Scroll.in question on this trend. 

3. Backing challengers 

At the same time, the party began putting up 
its members for chairpersonship. At Banas 
Dairy, the first challenger from the BJP was 
Haribhai Chaudhary, a three-time MLA, said 
the former elected official. Both sides created 
panels. Chaudhary lost. In the next election in 
2015, the BJP’s Shankar Chaudhary stood and 
won. The Bhatol camp alleged electoral 
malpractices. A former elected official alleged, 
“They did not do the election on time. 
Officials supervising the election were 
changed. Voting lists from societies were 
changed. After voting the boxes were not 
sealed. They had the government’s support.” 

Scroll.in asked Banas Dairy managing director 
Bipin Patel and Sodhi about the allegation 
that records of village milk societies were 
tampered to make politicians who do not 
have cattle appear to be regular milk 
suppliers. Neither responded to the question. 
On the charges of electoral interference, Patel 
said: “The election for the board of directors 
is conducted by the government under 
supervision of their officials.” 

How these leadership changes affect Amul 

The bureaucrats running Banas Dairy and 
Gujarat Cooperative Milk Marketing 
Federation were dismissive of concerns over 



the dominance of career politicians belonging 
to one political party. For one, they claimed 
democratic checks and balances were inbuilt 
into the dairies in the form of elections. 

“These dairies are too important,” said Sodhi, 
in a meeting in Anand in August. “Anyone 
who messes around them will not be 
tolerated.” He cited the example of Mehsana 
Dairy. In 2007-’08, he said, it was the largest 
district milk union in the federation, followed 
by Banas, Kaira and Sabar. Now, he said, 
Banas Dairy is number one. Its milk 
procurement has climbed from 14 lakh litres 
to 41 lakh litres. By contrast, Mehsana Dairy’s 
collections have fallen from 16.5 lakh litres to 
15.2 lakh litres. The explanation, according to 
him, lies in poor management. Mehsana Dairy 
was “not being run well and that has shown 
up as lower prices and farmers moving away.” 

But if this was indeed the case, then what 
explains the fact that Vipul Chowdhary 
was re-elected as the chairman of the 
Mehsana Dairy in 2016, despite allegations of 
corruption and poor management? He was 
sacked from the board of the federation after 
he was suspected of cosying up to the 
Congress government at the Centre. But he 
retained control over the Mehsana Dairy. 

Today, senior officials at Mehsana Dairy claim 
that milk sourced from Mehsana is being sent 
to Sabarkantha and Banaskantha, from where 
it is allegedly being diverted to private dairies. 
Due to this, they say, capacity utilisation at 
Mehsana’s Dudhsagar dairy has fallen to 
almost 50%, putting pressure on its capacity 
to pay attractive rates to farmers. They say 
this decision benefits Sabarkantha and 
Banaskantha at the cost of 
Mehsana. Scroll.in asked Sodhi and Shankar 
Chaudhary about this allegation. They did not 
respond. Vipul Chaudhary did not respond 
to Scroll.in’s request for an interview. 

Instead, in his emailed response, Sodhi 
told Scroll.in there is nothing wrong with 
politicians leading milk cooperatives. 
“Responsible and selfless political leaders 
founded Amul 70 years ago and therefore 
politics remain inherent in the organisation,” 
he said. This is a misreading of the situation. 
Few of the chairpersons until recently had 

independent political careers – Vipul 
Chaudhary was one of the few exceptions. But 
now, all chairpersons are members of the BJP 
– five are current or former MLAs and at least 
three are contesting the forthcoming 
assembly elections. 

If anything, democratic accountability stands 
to deteriorate as power gets concentrated 
even more strongly in politicians. Shankar 
Chaudhary, for instance, is an MLA and a 
minister. Now, he heads the dairy as well. This 
gives him an unassailable position in 
Banaskantha. Few are likely to challenge his 
decisions, said the former elected official. 

Unlike credit cooperatives, which are 
regulated by the Reserve Bank of India, dairy 
cooperatives don’t have an external regulator, 
pointed out Congress leader Arjun 
Modhwadia. The Gujarat Cooperative Milk 
Marketing Federation could have acted as a 
check on dairy managements, but don’t 
chances of that recede when everyone is from 
the same political party? 

Dilip Singh Barad, a director on the Banas 
board, defended the BJP’s dominance. 
“Doodh mein rajkaran nahin aane detey 
hain.” We do not let politics enter our milk 
business. If anything, he said, it helps to have 
a politician at the dairy’s helm. “The current 
chairman [Shankar Chaudhary] belongs to the 
state BJP government. If we need anything 
from the government, he can help.” Banas 
Dairy, he said, is expanding in Uttar Pradesh. 
“That is because Shankarbhai met the Uttar 
Pradesh CM,” he said. “This might not have 
been possible if the chairman had been from 
the Congress.” 

 

 What this means for farmers 

But the biggest question is about the impact 
of these changes on rural Gujarat. 

Some farmers in Banaskantha complain that 
the business is less remunerative than it was 
before. Rasulbhai, the farmer who sells milk 



from his cows and buffaloes to Banas dairy, 
says his profitability has been declining. “A 
buffalo eats fodder worth Rs 300 in a day and 
produces five litres of milk a day,” he said. All 
he gets for ten litres of milk is Rs 400. “This 
rate should be increased.” 

There is a paradox here. Gujarat Cooperative 
Milk Marketing Federation claims it is paying 
farmers the highest rate in the world for milk. 
But dairy farmers say they are struggling to 
make ends meet. 

This has serious repercussions for Gujarat. 
“The backbone of rural wealth is being 
corroded,” said a sociologist, who requested 
anonymity. 

The senior dairy manager alleged there was 
another way farmers were being cheated of a 
good price for milk. “The machines used for 
buying milk – by measuring fat content – are 
undercalibrated.” This money, he said, is 
subsequently siphoned off.  

 

 Banas Dairy managing director Bipin Patel 
denied that such an undercalibration of 
weights was prevalent in his area. “Banas 
Dairy have installed automated milk collection 
system at most of the villages in the district 
and the milk collection system at villages is 
transparent and automated,” he said. 
“Farmers are given a printed slip as well as 
SMS with details like quantity of milk, fat in 
the milk and amount they shall get for the 
poured milk.” 

There is no independent way to ascertain 
these claims. The milk cooperatives have no 
independent regulator. Gujarat Cooperative 
Milk Marketing Federation is made up of the 
chairpersons of the dairies. The federation’s 
managing director RS Sodhi ignored Scroll.in’s 
specific questions. Instead, in his emailed 
response, he said: “Your queries and 
questions seem to be rather motivated and 
not a single positivity seems to have dawned 
upon you during the visit.” 

Seventy years after it was born, one of the 
most promising experiments in Independent 
India, faces a grave crisis. Said the senior dairy 
manager, who has worked in the sector for 
three decades, “It is next to impossible to 
create such an organisation again. Amul will 
die in the years to come. It is dying now.” 

 

HSBC Making it Big: Here's the success story of Hatsun Agro Products 
Nov 25, 2017 05:48 PM IST | Source: CNBC-TV18 

To watch the videos please follow the link below: 
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Aavin all set to go to Singapore 
 
NOVEMBER 24, 2017  
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/aavin-all-set-to-go-to-singapore/article20737552.ece 
 

avin, the Tamil Nadu Cooperative 
Milk Producers Federation, will soon 
test the waters in foreign lands. The 

milk major, which has chalked out plans to sell 
(ultra-heat treated) UHT milk with a shelf life 
of 180 days in 15 countries, will launch the 
product in Singapore this weekend. 

Speaking to The Hindu, Aavin Managing 
Director C. Kamaraj said that on Saturday a 
meeting of 200 retailers has been planned as 
part of the launch event. 

“A special pack has been designed for that 
market. The milk has been certified as fit for 
consumption in Singapore by an authorised 
agency. They have a set of quality standards 
which our milk conforms to. We have also 
fixed it with an export agent to ship the milk 
to Singapore. Initially, we plan to sell 50,000 
litres a month there,” he said. 

The product will be launched by the State 
Milk Dairy Development Minister K.T. 
Rajenthra Bhalaji in the presence of officials 

including Secretary, Dairy Development, K. 
Gopal and Federation Chairman A. Miller. A 
tentative price has been fixed for the UHT 
milk. 

But there will be a re-think on the price after 
officials discuss with retailers, who run 
supermarkets and also after studying prices of 
milk from other countries. 

Expansion plans 

Mr. Kamaraj further said that once they gain a 
foothold in the Singapore market, Aavin will 
also start marketing milk powder, premium 
ghee and flavoured milk. 

“We are presently procuring 31.15 lakh litres 
of milk a day in the State, which is 2.5 lakh 
litres more than what was procured last year 
during this time. Instead of just converting to 
butter and milk powder, we want to expand 
our markets,” he added. Similarly, Aavin has 
the capacity to produce 30,000 litres of 
flavoured milk that can be sold in other 
markets. 
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Co-op dairy farmers to get ₹4 per litre incentive 
 
NOVEMBER 22, 2017 07:36 IS 
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/telangana/co-op-dairy-farmers-to-get-4-per-litre-incentive/article20631537.ece 
 

he Animal Husbandry and Dairy 
Development Department has decided 
to pay the cash incentive of ₹4 per 

litre of milk supply by farmers to various 
cooperative dairies by directly crediting the 
amount to their bank accounts every month, 
instead of reimbursing the amount to dairies. 

The cooperative dairies concerned – the 
Telangana State Dairy Development 
Cooperative Federation, Nalgonda-Ranga 
Reddy Milk Producers Mutually-Aided 
Cooperative Union Ltd., Karimnagar Milk 
Producers Company Ltd., and Mulkanoor 
Women’s Mutually-Aided Milk Producers 

Cooperative Union Ltd., – have been directed 
to submit the reports of milk supplied by 
eligible farmers in the prescribed format to 
the Director of Animal Husbandry every 
month. 

In turn, the Director of Animal Husbandry 
would make arrangements for payment of the 
incentive on monthly basis by crediting the 
amount directly to the farmers’ bank account. 
Orders to the effect, changing the guidelines 
on payment of the incentive, were issued by 
Special Chief Secretary (Animal Husbandry) 
Suresh Chanda here on Tuesday. 

 

Premium, dark varieties to drive chocolate demand 
 

Updated: Nov 22, 2017,  
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/premium-dark-varieties-to-drive-chocolate-
demand/articleshow/61745208.cms?utm_source=whatsapp&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=TOIMobile 
 

his Diwali, Karthik Paramesh picked 
boxes of assorted chocolates for 
gifting instead of the traditional box of 

Indian sweets. "I've been spoilt for choice 
with dark, sugar free and premium 
chocolates. I used dark chocolates for gifting 
during Diwali," he says. 
 
"Given that it is has anti-oxidants and is 
supposed to be good for health, people don't 
say no to it as against a box of sweets dripping 
in ghee," he says. 
 
As consumers become health conscious and 
take a liking for premium, luxury and niche 
chocolates are expected to drive growth in 
the Indian chocolate market. 
 
According to 6Wresearch, the Indian 
chocolate market is projected to grow at a 
CAGR of 19% during 2017-23. While white 
chocolate bagged the highest market share in 
2016, the segment is gradually giving way to 
dark and premium chocolates, driven by 
changes in customer preferences. And 
chocolate makers are quick to spot the trend. 
Dairy major Amul has recently launched three 
single-country origin chocolates including that 

of Peru, Venezuela and Tanzania for which 
raw material is imported from the cocoa hubs. 
 
For a long time, premium segment was 
predominated by global brands including 
Lindt, Ferrero, Godiva, Mars etc. Recently, 
home grown players such as Amul, Parle, 
Campco, ITC entered the segment. Recently, 
Nestle launched bon bon versions under the 
brand Alpino with bitter sweet & 70% dark 
chocolate variants. 
 
"Consumers are fast shifting towards niche 
and premium chocolate varieties and there is 
tremendous demand for dark chocolates as 
they have less sugar and more cocoa taste. 
There is a perception that dark chocolate is 
genuine and low-sugar varieties are gaining 
traction," said RS Sodhi, managing director, 
Amul. Catering to the demand, the company 
has invested Rs 150 crore to develop new 
types of chocolates that will be manufactured 
at its Tribhuvandas factory. 
 
Predominantly driven by the urban 
consumers, dark chocolates come under the 
premium and super premium category. 
Mayank Shah, category head, products, Parle 
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said that the company is seeing a 20% growth 
in the premium segment compared to the 
mass category that is growing at 9%-10%. 
"There was always an angle to chocolates 
being bad for health and with increasing 
awareness on the health benefits of cocoa, 
dark chocolates have more adults taking to 
it," he says. "While health is not the single 
driving factor drawing customers to the 
category, adults consumers are drivers for 
growth in the premium and super premium 
segments," he says. Parle has the premium 
category under the Friberg brand. ITC's luxury 
chocolate brand Fabelle has dark chocolate 
variants among the top selling products, even 
while there are customers for milk-
chocolates. 

"Tastes are evolving for the premium 
chocolate categories and we are moving on to 
other selling formats, including modern trade 
outlets and exclusive stores, along with our 
facilities in our hotels," says Abhijit 

Chakravorty, head of marketing, chocolates, 
coffee and new categories, foods division, ITC. 

"With well-travelled consumers coming in 
with the experience of having consumed 
single-origin cocoa-based chocolates, dark 
chocolate is becoming more prevalent. The 
customers are also willing to spend more—
they spend up to Rs 1500 on an average," he 
says. 

Fabelle has dark chocolates having up to 84% 
cocoa content in them. Industry experts point 
out that that the premium segment, 
predominated by dark chocolates grows at 
15-20% faster than the industry average. 
"Premium chocolates form 5% to 8% of the 
total category and they are the fastest 
growing, with majority of takers from urban 
pockets. While milk and white chocolate 
varieties are available in the premium 
category, dark chocolate consumption drives 
growth," said Saloni Nangia, president, 
Technopak India. 

 

FIAPO and Cocoberry collaborate to introduce vegan yogurt in India 
Nov 20, 2017, 17:36 IST 
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/fiapo-and-cocoberry-collaborate-to-introduce-vegan-yogurt-in-
india/articleshow/61725563.cms 
 

ith a growing number of people 
turning vegan, there is an 
increasing demand for cruelty-free 

products. And this Christmas, these 
compassionate citizens have something to 
celebrate. Federation of Indian Animal 
Protection Organisations (FIAPO) 
and Cocoberry are joining hands to launch 
vegan yogurtin the Delhi-NCR Cocoberry 
stores. 
 
This collaboration is part of FIAPO's corporate 
outreach campaign where businesses that 
produce consumables by using animal 
products are encouraged to use cruelty-free 
ingredients. 
 
"Our programme targets the food and 
beverage and leather industry in the country. 
We reach out to big brands -- ice cream, 
coffee and tea brands - and request them not 
to use egg in baked products and switch to 
compassionate choice of ingredients for tea 
and coffee, substituting cow and buffalo milk 
with to soya, almond or coconut milk," says 
Shivangi Bahuguna, head, corporate outreach 

campaign, FIAPO. 
 
"We reached out to Cocoberry, and by the 
first week of December they will launch vegan 
yogurt made of soya milk. They are coming 
out with five vegan flavours - strawberry, 
raspberry, blueberry, green apple and berry 
blast." 

About 27% of the population in India is 
vegetarian but many people are now moving 
towards veganism and are looking for readily 
available dairy-free options. 

According to a recent survey conducted by 
FIAPO in Delhi-NCR to know the food 
preference of the Indian population aged 15 
to 20, majority of the population is concerned 
about and pays ample attention to the 
ingredients of consumable products. The 
greater part of our society is also moving 
towards dairy-free, organic and healthier 
options. 

"If the way I choose to run my business can 
contribute to end farm animal suffering, then 
that is the path I would want to follow. I will 
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provide a nutritional dessert which helps in 
digestion and strengthens the immune 
system, gives a flavour that is irreplaceable 
and at the same time, is not made out of dairy 
and does not contain ingredients that hurt 
animals in any way," says Aniket Walia, CEO, 
Cocoberry. 

While the vegan yogurt will be available only 
in Delhi-NCR for now, they soon hope to 
expand its reach. "We hope that by the last 
week of December, it will be available in other 
parts of the country as well," says Bahuguna. 

 

 

Order milk at your doorstep via Hingonia gaushala app 
Nov 19, 2017, 09:02 IST 
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/jaipur/order-milk-at-your-doorstep-via-hingonia-gaushala-
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esidents can now order pure cow 
milk at their doorsteps after 
downloading Hingonia gaushala 

mobile app. 
 
The state-owned cow shelter, which was in 
news till last year for all the wrong reasons, 
has become self-sufficient using technology to 
its advantage. The Akshay Patra, which 
recently signed a 19-year MoU with the state 
government for the gaushala's maintenance, 
has now launched a mobile app through 
which it is selling cow milk at Rs 45 per kg. 
 
Radha Priya Das, in-charge at Hingonia 
gaushala said, "Initially, we have started 
providing our services in Jagatpura area. 
Soon, the milk will be supplied across the city. 
The services are being provided at doorsteps," 
he said. 
 
Similarly, the foundation is selling and 
providing home delivery of cow dunk/manure 
at Rs 20 per kg. Soon, residents can also order 
other cow milk products such as curd, ghee 
and paneer through mobile app. 
 
To educate buyers of cow milk, urine and 
manure, the foundation has uploaded 
literature mentioning benefits on the app 
page. "Under the 'Cow Milk' page, there are 
four sub-heads such as cow milk as explained 
in ayurveda, milk from indigenous breeds and 
better quality, cow milk and improved 
intelligence and memory and how to drink 

and how much quantity? This would help to 
educate the users." 

The foundation through app has also initiated 
'No to polythene' campaign which is receiving 
tremendous response from the users. To 
sensitise the issue, an oath letter has been 
uploaded where residents have to pledge that 
they would discourage plastic use as it is 
hazardous for cow health. 

"In two weeks, more than 2,000 residents 
have downloaded the app and filled the oath 
letter. We are hoping more people would 
contribute as soon as they learn about the 
app." 

The initiative has been taken after chief 
minister Vasundra Raje on October 28, during 
a memorandum of understanding (MoU) 
signing ceremony with Sri Krishna Balram 
Sewa Trusturged that gau sewa and polythene 
use cannot go hand in hand. She instructed 
officials to organise events every week in the 
city making people aware that polythene bags 
which they use and throw on city roads are 
eaten by cows, which makes them unhealthy 
and eventually they die. 

"Since the plastic bags are knotted at the 
mouth, cows, unable to undo the knot, eat 
food leftovers including plastic. Slowly, over 
time, they build up a huge amount of plastic 
inside their stomach. It gets entangled with 
different materials and it becomes hard like 
cement inside their rumens, which is the first 
belly of the cow," reads the app. 
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Govt to establish milk village in every district: Kohli 
November 18, 2017  
http://news.statetimes.in/govt-to-establish-milk-village-in-every-district-kohli/ 
 

inister for Animal, Sheep 
Husbandry and Fisheries, Abdul 
Gani Kohli on Saturday said that 

the government is committed to set up milk 
villages in every area of the State for which he 
said he has directed the department to 
formulate a comprehensive plan so that funds 
can be arranged for the purpose. 

The minister was speaking after inaugurating 
milk village at Argi in district Rajouri.  Member 
Parliament, Jugal Kishore Sharma was also 
present on the occasion. 

Under this ambitious project of Animal 
Husbandry Department, 50 identified 
beneficiaries of the village would be provided 
100 per cent subsidy to establish dairy farm 
units on modern lines. 

He said the aim of establishing milk villages is 
to bridge the demand-supply deficit of milk in 

the State in general and Rajouri District in 
particular. 

During his tour to district Rajouri, several 
deputations met the minister and apprised 
him about their individual and collective 
problems which include construction of 
protection bunds, early sanctioning of IAY 
cases, up-gradation of education and health 
institutions. 

The minister gave them a patient hearing and 
assured them that their genuine demands will 
be resolved in a phased manner. In some, 
cases, Kohli gave on the spot directions to the 
concerned for immediate redressal. Director 
Animal Husbandry Jammu, K.K Bhardwaj and 
senior officers were also present on the 
occasion. 

 

Govt ropes in NDDB to increase milk production in Vidarbha, Marathwada regions – 
Indian Express 
November 18, 2017 
https://www.latestnewsinindia.com/2017/11/18/govt-ropes-in-nddb-to-increase-milk-production-in-vidarbha-
marathwada-regions-indian-express/ 
 

he state government Monday signed a 
memorandum of understanding 
(MoU) with the National Dairy 

Development Board (NDDB) to increase milk 
production in Vidarbha and Marathwada.  

The MoU was signed on the Legislature 
premises here by Chief Minister Prithviraj 
Chavan and NDDB Chairman Amruta Patel.  

Speaking on the occasion, Chavan said: 
“Despite Vidarbha package, Chief Minister’s 
package and the Prime Minister’s package 
that provided for dairy development, milk 
production in the region didn’t improve. In 
western Maharashtra, dairy has always 
helped farmers cope with agricultural crisis. 
NDDB has done very good work in the country 
through its Mother’s Dairy initiative. NDDB 
will work with the region’s farmers through a 
New Generation Company to be run by the 
farmers on cooperative basis.”  

Patel expressed confidence that the 
agreement would pave the way for increasing 
milk production in the two regions of 
Maharashtra.  

The NDDB will be given the 9.88-acre Nagpur 
Milk Scheme land on a 30-year lease for a Rs 
50-crore milk processing centre.  

It will also get 19.49 acres in Bhiwandi on a 
similar lease to run its operations for a milk 
processing centre worth Rs 150 crore.  

Both investments will be done by the NDDB.  

Dairy Development Secretary Anil Diggikar 
told The Indian Express: “Vidarbha and 
Marathwada together have about 22 lakh 
cattleheads, which should ideally give 65 lakh 
litre milk per day. Actually, only 10 lakh litres 
get collected due to poor management 
practices. NDDB will bring in expertise like 
better fodder, breed improvement etc, set up 
cold chains and improve the overall scenario.”  
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The Nagpur plant will get new machinery to 
process 3 lakh litres brought from the two 
regions daily. Currently, it is processing only 
15,000 litres.  

The Bhiwandi plant will process 5 lakh litres 
daily, serving Mumbai city that needs about 
65 lakh litres of milk daily.  

 

Germany’s Claas to expand farm equipment business in India 
18th November 2017  
http://www.newindianexpress.com/business/2017/nov/18/germanys-claas-to-expand-farm-equipment-business-in-india-
1704889.html 
 

ith the agriculture sector using 
technology in a big way, German 
agriculture machinery and 

equipment manufacturer CLAAS Agricultural 
Machinery sees great potential in the farm 
equipment sector in India. The company, part 
of German Agriculture Alliance, recently 
signed pacts with Telangana and Andhra 
Pradesh governments to distribute forage 
harvesters to farmers in the two states. 
Forage harvesters are used in cutting maize 
crop and preparing fodder for cattle.  

Using these farm equipment can boost dairy 
output to a great extent, according to 
Mrityunjaya Singh, managing director of 
CLAAS Agricultural Machinery. “By feeding 
animals with silage, a better quality fodder, 
productivity can be increased. Forage 
harvesters are used in production of silage,” 
he said. 
He noted that despite being the largest 
producer of milk, India has less productivity. 
“The main reason for low productivity is lack 
of good fodder. While in most countries, 
average yield of milk per animal per day is 18-
20 litres, in India it is 4-6 litres on an average,” 

he added.  

While forage harvesters are not used widely 
in the country at the moment, Singh feels 
these machines have huge scope for growth, 
keeping in view the size of the dairy sector 
and the need for quality fodder.  

“We have entered into an MoU with 
Telangana and AP states to distribute forage 
harvesters to farmers. Besides tying up with 
governments, we are also focusing on 
creating awareness about these new segment 
of machines among farming and dairy 
community across India and aim to sell about 
1000 machines by 2025,” he said.  

CLAAS has a production facility at Chandigarh, 
which has the capacity to manufacture 2,000 
agricultural machines per year. Along with 
other machines like paddy harvesters, forage 
harvesters will be manufactured here. “We 
are the leaders in paddy harvesting machines 
in India with more than 55 per cent market 
share. We are also leaders in forage 
harvesters globally with more than 50 per 
cent share. 

This gives us an advantage to popularise and 
promote forage harvesters in India. We have 
customised forage harvesters for Indian dairy 
farmers and entrepreneurs and priced it 
around `4-5 lakh to make it affordable for 
them,” added Singh. CLAAS is a 103-year-old 
family owned German company, with an 
annual global turnover of over $4 billion. 
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J&K govt talks of milk villages across state to tackle deficit 
19th November 2017  

he Jammu and Kashmir government 
has hit upon the idea of setting up 
'milk villages' across the state in an 

attempt to bridge the demand-supply deficit 
of milk. 

Under this ambitious project of animal 
husbandry department, 50 identified 
beneficiaries of the village will be provided 
100 per cent subsidy to establish dairy farm 
units on modern lines. 

"The government is committed to setting up 
milk villages in every area of the state for 
which the department has been directed to 
formulate a comprehensive plan so that funds 
can be arranged for the purpose," said A G 
Kohli, Minister for Animal, Sheep Husbandry 
and Fisheries. 

Kohli, who inaugurated the first milk village at 
Argi yesterday, said the aim of establishing 
milk villages is to plug the demand-supply gap 
of milk in the state in general and Rajouri 
district in particular. 

He said it would also provide an opportunity 
to Gujjars -- the main milk producer's group -- 
to grow up economically and contribute to 
the state. 

According to the minister, the Centre has 
provided liberal funds allocation under 
various sectors that would help these 
innovative schemes promote livelihood of the 
tribe considerably. 

The state government, he added, is 
committed to upgrading the living standard of 
its people, especially weaker sections of 
society. 

 

Keventers launches three stores in Hyderabad 
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/keventers-launches-three-stores-in-hyderabad/article9963815.ece 
HYDERABAD, NOV 16:   
 

airy brand Keventers, known for its 
milk shakes, is on expansion mode 
announcing the launch of three 

stores in the upmarket malls in the twin cities 
of Hyderabad. It is working towards its goal of 
setting up 400 stores by 2019. 

Apart from expanding within the country, it is 
looking at retail presence in some of the 
select markets overseas. 

While across pan-India it has big plans, within 
Hyderabad it expects to take this number up 
with the launch of 15 more stores in the next 
few months and with plans to introduce 32 
stores by the end of 2019. 

Sohrab Sitaram, CEO, Director and Co-
Founder of Keventers, said, “Keventers is 
adding its range of milk shakes to Hyderabad, 

the city known for its array of culinary 
delights. We see a huge potential in the 
southern market for a milkshake product.” 

“We strongly believe that for any QSR brand 
to be able to build a mark amongst its target 
audience, creating a unique experience for 
customers is of key importance. From the 
moment of entering the Keventers outlet, to 
leaving with a memory to take back home our 
personalised thematic milkshake bottles, we 
offer the Keventers experience to our 
customers.” 

Keventers currently has over 170 outlets 
across 30 plus locations in India in key cities 
and it plans to double the retail presence to 
have more than 300 plus outlets by the end of 
the fiscal year. 
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Health/Awareness 

White Revolution to poll relevance: The rise of Gujarat’s dairy industry 
The Indian Express travels through Gujarat, ahead of the Assembly elections, to understand the 
White Revolution - Part II. 

Updated: November 30, 2017 10:50 Am 
http://indianexpress.com/article/india/gujarat-elections-white-revolution-milk-produce-cows-dairy-farmers-4961234/lite/ 
 

ujarat elections: The constituency of 
milk, 35 lakh voters and growing 

There is one “crop” — milk — from 
which the BJP will hope to gain in the Gujarat 
elections. The White Revolution has had a 
“second coming”, under the BJP regime. The 
price of milk, as opposed to that of other farm 
produce, has risen steadily since 2002-03, 
when Narendra Modi first became CM.   

A 
woman dairy farmer pouring milk at a society 
having a bulk cooler in Gujarat’s 
Surendranagar district (Express Photo/Javed 
Raja) 

Chilling technology: White Revolution – Part II 

Dairy farmers in Gujarat have gained by the 
role of bulk milk coolers (BMC), which allows 
milk to be chilled either at the original 
procurement centre itself or a neighbouring 
village society. As opposed to when farmers 
were time-bound to deliver milk, BMCs now 
give farmers more flexibility. The Indian 
Express travels through remote areas of 

Saurashtra and Kutch to understand the 
benefits of chilling technology.   

 

In arid Kutch, a village of 30 families that 
supplies Rs 2.2 crore worth of milk a year 

The Muslim Maldhari pastoralist community 
supplied 529,341 litres of milk to the Kutch 
District Cooperative Milk Producers’ Union 
during the year ended March 31, 2017. The 
milk is produced by the indigenous Banni 
buffalo breed, which can tolerate water 
scarcity and harsh climatic conditions while 
thriving on the natural grasses growing in Bhuj 
Taluka of Gujarat’s Kutch district.  
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Indian agriculture has made rapid growth in food, fruits, vegetables, dairy and fishery 
production: Radha Mohan Singh 
 

https://www.indiablooms.com/news-details/N/36131/indian-agriculture-has-made-rapid-growth-in-food-fruits-
vegetables-dairy-and-fishery-production-radha-mohan-singh.html 
29 Nov 2017 
 

he Minister was speaking at the 
inauguration of two-day national level 
workshop on Peri-Urban Agriculture, 

organized by Haryana Agriculture 
Department.  

He further said that the unprecedented 
development in agricultural production is 
setting an example for the world and they are 
trying to learn our techniques and adopt 
them. 

Singh said, in the last three years, the Ministry 
has developed innovative schemes, provided 
necessary funds and made policy-making 
decisions which had a far-reaching effect on 
the agriculture sector. 

Singh said to achieve the target of doubling 
farmers’ income by 2022, set by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, the Ministry is not 
only working towards increasing the 
production but also focusing on proper 
processing techniques, traffic, and market 
expansion to make agriculture profitable. 

He said under Peri-Urban Agriculture small 
and large-scale agricultural production will be 
done in and around the cities. 

The Agriculture Minister further said that Peri-
Urban Agriculture can help in climate change 
adaptation through diversification of food 
resources for the urban population.  

Singh said due to rapid urbanization in the 
past years, demand for vegetables, fruits and 
flowers is constantly increasing in these areas. 
Peri-Urban Agriculture can contribute to price 
stabilization through the development of 
important local food production centres of 
the diversified food system. 

"This will reduce the burden on transport, and 
help in reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
from cold storages," he said. 

Singh said that, we are developing a system 
that will supply food to cities from 100 to 200 
km. 

"This will help in creating attractive 
employment option and prevent the 
conversion of agricultural land near urban 
areas into cities and towns. The government 
is promoting quality in agriculture through 
food processing and in this regard  Pradhan 
Mantri Kisan SAMPADA Yojana has been 
launched with an allocation of Rs.6,000 crore 
rupees," said he. 

The Minister said that Mission for Integrated 
Development of Horticulture (MIDH) has 
helped in production and productivity, post-
harvest management and marketing by 
providing assistance in the production of 
quality seeds,  protected agriculture, 
vegetable and organic farming. 

Singh said that, cow and buffaloes rearing 
around the cities for milk is an ancient 
practice. Ministry of Agriculture has 
implemented important schemes to promote 
milk production. 

The Minister added said that Rashtriya Gokul 
Mission was launched in December 2014 to 
conserve and develop indigenous breeds in a 
focused and scientific manner. 

The projects have been sanctioned in 27 
states of the country with the funds of 
Rs.1,077 crore under the Mission to double 
the productivity of domestic bovines. Through 
this process, the species of 41 domestic 
bovines and 13 mahish bovines is being 
promoted and developed. 

A sum of Rs. 173 crore has been sanctioned 
for 18 Gokul Grams in 12 states under Gokul 
Gram Scheme. For the first time, two National 
Kamdhenu Breeding Centres in Chintaldevi 
district Nellore, Andhra Pradesh, and Itarsi, 
district Hoshangabad, MP, with the funds of 
Rs.50 crore are being established for the 
preservation and promotion of domestic 
bovines in scientific way. 

With Rs.10 crore, 2 Gokul villages are being 
set up in Haryana – one in Hisar and one in 
Ladwa Gaushala. An announcement has been 
made for implementation of DIDF (Dairy 
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Processing and Infrastructure Development 
Fund) with an outlay of Rs 10,881 crore under 
the ambitious White Revolution Mission. 

Singh said, "Keeping in view the tremendous 
potentialities of fisheries sector our Hon’ble 
Prime Minister has declared Blue Revolution. 
Along with its multi-dimensional activities, the 
Blue Revolution focuses on the enhancement 
of fish production and productivity through 
inland and marine fisheries. The government 
has also started a new scheme with the name 
of Deep Sea Fishing under the umbrella of 
Blue Revolution." 

The Agriculture Minister said that the Ministry 
is also working on Honey Revolution. The 

National Bee Board has given 205% more 
financial assistance in the last three years. The 
number of bee colonies increased from 20 
lakh to 30 lakh. There has been 20.54% 
increase in the production of honey. The 
center-funded scheme of national beekeeping 
and honey mission is also being prepared. 

Singh said that through Paramparagat Krishi 
Vikas Yojana (PKVY), the government is 
promoting organic farming in the country. 
Under this scheme, farmers are encouraged 
to form groups for organic farming. Under 
Promotion of City Compost, the Government 
is providing market development assistance 
of Rs.1500 per metric tonne. 

 

Gurgaon to host workshop on urban farming 
 

Nov 27, 2017, 11:32 IST 
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/gurgaon/gurgaon-to-host-workshop-on-urban-
farming/articleshow/61812039.cms 
 

n an attempt to bring farmers and urban 
consumers together, the state 
government is organising a two-day 

workshop starting November 29 at the 
Apparel House in Sector 44 on peri urban 
farming techniques — consisting farming in 
vacant plots and small areas, including 
balconies. 

According to the district horticulture officials, 
the idea is to ensure that the people living in 
the urban areas have access to fresh 
vegetables, poultry and dairy products and at 
the same time the interest of the farmers are 

also considered. An announcement about the 
same was made by the Haryana agriculture 
minister Om Prakash Dhankar in Gurgaon on 
Sunday. 

"Our objective is to ensure that farming is 
done in and around the cities as per the 
requirements of the urban consumers, and at 
the same time consumers should ensure that 
farmers get their due," said Dhankar. 

The minister called on the youth to attend the 
workshop to better understand the nuances 
of urban farming. 
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Banas Dairy gets int’l quality award from CQI 
Nov 26, 2017,  
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/rajkot/banas-dairy-gets-intl-quality-award-from-cqi/articleshow/61800609.cms 
 

anaskantha District Co-operative Milk 
Producers' Union Ltd, 
(BDCMPUL),), popularly known as 

Banas Dairy, has been awarded international 
quality award by Chartered Quality Institute 
(CQI), UK, under the category 'Quality Team of 
the Year' at a function held in London on 
November 22. The CQI is a global professional 
body advancing the practice of quality 
management in all sectors. 
 
Other participants for the award included 
manufacturing and service industries across 
the globe. The Quality Team of the Year 
Award was conferred to Banas Dairy after 
stringent evaluation on the various criteria, an 
official release stated. 
 
"The credit for the award goes to 3.5 lakh 
families of Banaskantha district, employees 
and millions of its consumers," Banas Dairy 
chairman Shankar Chaudhary said. 

Banas Dairy had recently received the NDDB 
Dairy Excellence Award in Large scale 
category. 

With annual turnover of Rs 7,552 crore in 
2016-17, the dairy collects more than 50 lakh 
litres of milk per day. 

The official statement said Banas Dairy has 
been paying remunerative milk prices to its 
farmers and in last financial year paid Rs 700 
per kg fat of milk to the farmers. The dairy 
also provides various quality input services to 
its members like cattle feed, veterinary 
services for prevention, treatment and breed 
improvement at the doorstep of the farmers. 

The dairy, which is the largest among the 
members of the Gujarat Co-operative Milk 
Marketing Federation (GCMMF) that owns 
brand Amul, has manufacturing plants at 
Palanpur, Faridabad, Lucknow and Kanpur. 

 

Govt. to supply milch animals on 50% subsidy 
 

NOVEMBER 26, 2017 23:48 IST 
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/telangana/govt-to-supply-milch-animals-on-50-subsidy/article20945713.ece 
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arimnagar MP B. Vinod Kumar said 
the State government was taking all 
measures to launch a “white 

revolution” in the State by supplying milch 
animals to the beneficiaries on 50 per cent 
subsidy, thereby accelerating milk production. 

To this end, he would meet the National 
Cooperative Development Corporation 
(NCDC) officials in New Delhi on November 
28, seeking financial assistance of ₹600 crore 
for providing milch animals on subsidy to 
meet the growing demand in the Telangana. 

The MP participated in the National Milk Day 
celebrations organised by Karimnagar dairy 
on Sunday, to commemorate the birth 
anniversary of father of milk revolution in 
India, Dr. Verghese Kurien. Vinod Kumar said 
that the government was taking all measures 
for the development of cooperative dairies 
such as Karimnagar milk producer company 
limited, Mulkanoor cooperative dairy and 
Nalgonda Mother dairy on par with the 
Gujurat’s Amul cooperative movement. 

He said the government was providing ₹4 per 
litre incentive to the milk producing farmers, 
to encourage the dairy units in the State. 
There was good potential for the milk market 
in Telangana in general and Hyderabad in 
particular. Hence cooperative dairies can 

capture the market by increasing milk 
production. 

Taking inspiration from the Amul movement 
in Gujarat, Karimnagar dairy chairman Ch 
Rajeshwara Rao said, the Karimnagar dairy 
had grown in leaps and bounds during the last 
two decades. The loss-making dairy was 
transformed into a profit-making unit by 
motivating farmers to take up dairy units 
along with agricultural operations, by 
extending financial assistance for the 
purchase of animals and launching several 
welfare schemes for the milk producing 
farmers, their family members and the 
animals. 

Welfare ensured 

Presently, the Karimnagar dairy procured 1.5 
lakh litres per day and sold the same quantity 
in the market, he said, adding that they had 
set a target to increase milk procurement to 5 
lakh litres per day in the coming few years. He 
also listed out various welfare schemes 
launched for the welfare of milk producing 
farmers including Palanidhi pension scheme, 
Kalyanamasthu, insurance for the families and 
cattle, health camps, fodder cultivation etc. 

Dairy managing director P. Shankar Reddy and 
others were also present. 
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Milk output rises 19 per cent; dairy farmers' income up 24 per cent in 2014-17 
 

26th November 2017 
 http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2017/nov/26/milk-output-rises-19-per-cent-dairy-farmers-income-up-24-per-
cent-in-2014-17-1711568.html 
 

ndia's milk production rose by 19 per 
cent in the last three years to touch 
163.6 million tonnes, leading to a 

significant increase in dairy farmers' income, 
Agriculture Minister Radha Mohan Singh said 
today. 

Addressing a function on the National Milk 
Day, he said the government has launched 
many programmes in the last three years to 
raise dairy sector's productivity. 

The minister announced that a National 
Action Plan Vision-2022 would be unveiled 
that would focus on creation of infrastructure 
for handling of increased milk production and 
help achieve the target to double farmers' 
income by 2022. 

"Our milk production has increased to 163.6 
million tonnes in 2016-17 from 137.7 million 
tonnes in 2013-14. This means that output 
has grown by 18.81 per cent during this 
period," Singh said on the National Milk Day 
being celebrated on the birth anniversary of 
Dr Verghese Kurien, the father of white 
revolution. 

India is the largest milk producer in the world, 
he said, adding that the country's milk 
production grew at an annual rate of 6 per 
cent during 2014-17 as against 4 per cent 
during the previous three years. 

The per capita milk availability has also 
increased to 351 gram in 2016-17 from 307 
gram in 2013-14, he added. 

"Income of dairy farmers has increased by 
23.77 per cent during 2014-17 compared to 
2011-14," Singh said. 

Stating that milk demand is rising in the 
country, the minister emphasised on value 
addition in the dairy sector to boost farmers' 
income. 

At present, Singh said, only 20 per cent of the 
total milk production is converted into value-
added products and the aim is to take this to 
30 per cent. The value-added products help 
generate 20 per cent higher income. 

Singh said the animal husbandry department 
is preparing a National Action Plan Vision-
2022 to create infrastructure for handling of 
increased milk production. The plan would 
not only focus on meeting the demand of milk 
and milk products but also help in achieving 
the objective of doubling the farmersÂ’ 
income. 

A scheme 'Dairy Processing & Infrastructure 
Development Fund (DIDF)' with an outlay of 
Rs 10,881 crore has already been launched for 
dairy cooperative sector. 

This scheme would focus on creation of 
additional milk processing and chilling 
infrastructure facilities as well as on providing 
electronic adulteration testing equipment. 

Singh said the government had launched 
'Rashtriya Gokul Mission' in December 2014 
to conserve and develop indigenous bovine 
breeds. 

The minister said there are about 7 crore rural 
households engaged in dairying in India with 
80 per cent of total cow population but the 
productivity is very low. 

Terming the dairy sector as economic 
backbone of rural India, he said there is a 
need to boost livestock productivity for raising 
farmers' income and conserve indigenous 
bovine breeds. 

Singh also stressed on shifting milk 
procurement to organised sectors like co-
operatives and private companies from the 
unorganised sector. "Organised sector should 
handle at least 50 per cent of the total milk 
production". 
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National Milk Day: A tribute to Verghese Kurien’s efforts 
November 26, 2017 
https://www.newsfolo.com/india/national-milk-day-tribute-verghese-kuriens-efforts/130266/ 
 

ational Milk Day is celebrated on 26 
November each year, as a tribute to 
Verghese Kurien, who is also known 

as the Father of the White Revolution in India. 
Verghese Kurien pioneered Amul, the biggest 
producer and distributor of Milk in India, 
which then went on to become the biggest 
producer of Milk all over the world. Now days, 
220 crore glasses of Milk are drunk everyday 
in India, and it is possible only because of 
Kurien. A record breaking, 164 million tonnes 
of Milk during 2016-2017 was produced and 
consumed by India, making it the greatest 
producer in the world. Kurien was basically 
responsible for the white revolution in India, 

and to using the country’s potential and using 
it in a way to make everyone prosper and 
progress. 

Verghese Kurien was born on 26 November 
1921, in Madras. He was responsible for 
initiating the Anand Pattern, in which the 70-
80% of the money paid by the consumers of 
Amul Milk went to the dairy farmers. Through 
this plan, even the people in rural areas got 
their share of money and were encouraged to 
be more productive. 

As a result, slowly, India was able to reach the 
heights of success in the Dairy farming and 
the production of Milk. 

 

 

Dairy sector offers numerous opportunities for entrepreneurs globally: Radha Mohan 
Singh 
https://www.thedollarbusiness.com/news/dairy-sector-offers-numerous-opportunities-for-entrepreneurs-globally-radha-
mohan-singh/51466 

he Dollar Business Bureau 

Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare 
Minister Radha Mohan Singh said 
on Sunday dairy industry offers 
enormous opportunities for the 

entrepreneurs all over the world and added 
that the country continues to be the world’s 
largest producer of milk. 

“India is the ‘Oyster' of the global dairy 
industry with opportunities galore for the 
entrepreneurs globally, said Singh while 
addressing a function on the occasion of 
National Milk Day, being celebrated on the 
birth anniversary of Dr. Verghese Kurien, the 
father of white revolution. 

The Minister further said that the milk 
production in India rose by 18.81% in the past 
three years and reached 163.6 million tonnes, 
leading to a considerable increase in income 
of dairy farmers. 

“Our milk production has increased to 163.6 
million tonnes in 2016-17 from 137.7 million 
tonnes in 2013-14. This means that output 
has grown by 18.81% during this period,” 
Singh said. 

“Similarly, the per capita availability of milk 
increased from 307 gram in 2013-14 to 351 
gram in 2016-17,” he added. 

India continues to be the biggest producer of 
milk in the world since the last 15 years, he 
said while adding that this remarkable 
increase is contributed to the various 
measures taken by the Government to 
enhance the productivity of livestock. 

Singh said that the annual growth rate of milk 
production has increased to 6% during 2014-
17 period compared to 4% during 2011-14, 
whereas the annual growth rate of world’s 
milk production was 2% during 2014-17. 

The consumption of milk in India is increasing, 
he said and added that this is due to the 
increase in people’s purchasing power, 
changing food habits and life styles, increasing 
urbanisation and demographic growth. 

To meet the growing demand, the 
Government has initiated several dairy 
development schemes, by laying special focus 
on increasing milk production through 
improved productivity of dairy animals, he 
informed. 
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‘The animal husbandry department is 
preparing a National Action Plan Vision-2022 
to create infrastructure for handling of 
increased milk production,” Singh said. 

“The plan would not only focus on meeting 
the demand of milk and milk products but 
also help in achieving the objective of 
doubling the farmers’ income,” he added. 

The Minister informed that a scheme named 
'Dairy Processing & Infrastructure 

Development Fund (DIDF)' has already been 
initiated for dairy cooperative sector with an 
outlay of Rs.10,881 crore. 

“The scheme would focus on creation of 
additional milk processing and chilling 
infrastructure facilities and also for providing 
electronic milk adulteration testing 
equipment and facilities for manufacturing 
value added products,” he said. 

 

Milk output rises 19%, dairy farmers’ income up 24% in 2014-17 
http://www.livemint.com/Industry/qmoDKWWG9EOBFdwnZcTNiM/Milk-output-rises-19-dairy-
farmers-income-up-24-in-2014.html 

ndia’s milk production rose by 19% in the 
last three years to touch 163.6 million 
tonnes, leading to a significant increase in 

dairy farmers’ income, Agriculture minister 
Radha Mohan Singh said on Sunday. 

Addressing a function on the National Milk 
Day, he said the government has launched 
many programmes in the last three years to 
raise dairy sector’s productivity. The minister 
announced that a National Action Plan Vision-
2022 would be unveiled that would focus on 
creation of infrastructure for handling of 
increased milk production and help achieve 
the target to double farmers’ income by 2022. 

“Our milk production has increased to 163.6 
million tonnes in 2016-17 from 137.7 million 
tonnes in 2013-14. This means that output 
has grown by 18.81% during this period,” 
Singh said on the National Milk Day being 
celebrated on the birth anniversary of Dr 
Verghese Kurien, the father of white 
revolution. 

India is the largest milk producer in the world, 
he said, adding that the country’s milk 
production grew at an annual rate of 6% 
during 2014-17 as against 4% during the 
previous three years. The per capita milk 
availability has also increased to 351 gram in 
2016-17 from 307 gram in 2013-14, he added. 
“Income of dairy farmers has increased by 
23.77% during 2014-17 compared to 2011-
14,” Singh said. 

Stating that milk demand is rising in the 
country, the minister emphasised on value 
addition in the dairy sector to boost farmers’ 
income. At present, Singh said, only 20% of 
the total milk production is converted into 

value-added products and the aim is to take 
this to 30%. The value-added products help 
generate 20 per cent higher income. Singh 
said the animal husbandry department is 
preparing a National Action Plan Vision-2022 
to create infrastructure for handling of 
increased milk production. 

The plan would not only focus on meeting the 
demand of milk and milk products but also 
help in achieving the objective of doubling the 
farmers’ income. A scheme ‘Dairy Processing 
& Infrastructure Development Fund (DIDF)’ 
with an outlay of Rs10,881 crore has already 
been launched for dairy cooperative sector. 

This scheme would focus on creation of 
additional milk processing and chilling 
infrastructure facilities as well as on providing 
electronic adulteration testing equipment. 
Singh said the government had launched 
‘Rashtriya Gokul Mission’ in December 2014 
to conserve and develop indigenous bovine 
breeds. 

The minister said there are about 7 crore rural 
households engaged in dairying in India with 
80% of total cow population but the 
productivity is very low. Terming the dairy 
sector as economic backbone of rural India, 
he said there is a need to boost livestock 
productivity for raising farmers’ income and 
conserve indigenous bovine breeds. 

Singh also stressed on shifting milk 
procurement to organised sectors like co-
operatives and private companies from the 
unorganised sector. “Organised sector should 
handle at least 50% of the total milk 
production”. 
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Big companies will be caught if they don't pass on GST benefit to customers: Hasmukh 
Adhia 
 

 November 26, 2017, 10:35 IST 
https://retail.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/industry/big-companies-will-be-caught-if-they-dont-pass-on-gst-
benefit-to-customers-hasmukh-adhia/61803337 
 

inance Secretary Hasmukh Adhiaon 
Saturday said it is mandatory for the 
big companies to pass on the benefit of 

reduced Goods and Services Tax (GST) to the 
end-consumer or else the government will act 
against them. 
 
"We have now reduced taxes of bigger items. 
If we see any anomaly we will not get hold of 
the small retailers, we will catch the bigger 
companies," Adhia told DD News. 
 
The Goods and Services Tax Council during its 
last meeting on November 10 has lowered tax 
rates on 178 items from 28 per cent to 18 per 
cent. Most goods under the 28 per cent slab 
earlier, except demerit goods, will now be 
taxed lower. 
 
Regarding 
government's demonetisation drive, Adhia 

said it was meant to cleanse the system and 
do away with black money. 
 
"Demonetisation was meant to cleanse the 
system and do away with black money." 
 
He further said people had lot of cash stashed 
away in the houses, demonetisation has 
brought those hidden cash into the main 
banking channel. 
 
"People had lot of cash stashed away in their 
houses with which they bought only luxury 
items. Demonetisation has brought those 
money into banking channel and it will be 
now used for lending to people," he added. 
 
The Indian government on November 8, 2016 
started the demonetisation drive by banning 
high denomination Rs 500 and Rs 1,000 
currency notes. 
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Landless can take up dairy farming using solar hydroponics tech 
NOVEMBER 25, 2017  

Halsultanpur farmer comes up with a system for producing fodder without soil and chemicals 

 

haranabasappa Patil, a farmer from 
Halsultanpur village in Kalaburagi 
district, was the cynosure of all eyes at 

three-day Krishi Mela 2017 organised at the 
Agricultural Research Station here on 
Saturday. He was demonstrating a solar 
hydroponics machine used to produce grass 
and root combination fodder that is very lush 
and high in nutrients. 

By using hydroponics technology, even a 
landless farmer can take up dairy farming and 
produce fodder for cattle using the 
hydroponic planting system at his house, Mr. 
Patil said and added that inclusion of free 
green fodder in the daily ration of dairy 
animals decreases the amount of concentrate 
feeding and increase profit. 

Fodder production round the year is essential 
for economical and sustainable dairy farming. 

Exhibiting the specially designed eight-tray 
hydroponic fodder manufacturer, he 
explained that the technology requires tray 
with inbuilt taper to ensure water flow and 
sufficient holes for draining water properly. 

The structure is built with heavy duty PVC 
pipe and in-built water pump is controlled 
with an automatic timer, which makes the 
pump spray water in all trays through micro 

sprinklers connected with lateral pipes at 
timely intervals. 

Using this technology, healthy grass fodder 
can be produced within 10-12 days without 
soil and chemicals, besides ensuring the 
minimum usage of water. This simple 
technology requires only one person to 
handle it, said the farmer. 

“I have designed a 72-tray hydroponic fodder 
producing technology at a cost of ₹ 35,000; 
however, the cost would differ depending 
upon size,” he added. 

The farmer has also developed a number of 
smaller farm equipment and machines that 
have come in handy for farmers in their day-
to-day agricultural activities. 

A few among them are tap irrigation, low-cost 
solar fencing, millet extracting machine and 
low-cost motor time. 

According to farmers, the Krishi Mela this year 
witnessed poor footfall as compared to the 
last year. 

The Krishi Mela had stalls exhibiting drip 
irrigation, fertilizers, pesticides, seeds, food 
processing, soil quality, agri finance and 
insurance, marketing, agricultural machinery 
and equipment. 
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Farming should be made into profitable profession, says Chandrababu Naidu 
 
November 21,  
http://www.india.com/news/agencies/farming-should-be-made-into-profitable-profession-says-chandrababu-naidu-
2659368/ 
 

maravati (Andhra Pradesh) [India], 
November 21 (ANI): Farming should 
be made into a profitable profession 

and technology must be made available to 
farmers of Andhra Pradesh to ease their 
problems and boost the productivity, said, 
Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu in the 
state assembly on Tuesday. 

“We will bring good marketing policy. Our 
state should be number one in agriculture. 
Also our yield should be the maximum,” he 
said while addressing the assembly. 

Speaking on the Agri Tech summit, Naidu 
announced the conclave would be organised 
annually. 

“Dairy field can generate employment to the 
poor. If used properly then one can get at 
least Rs. 10,000 per month. To help such 
people, the state govt decided to provide 
different kinds of fodder at Rs. 1, Rs. 2 and Rs. 
4 per kg, at their doorstep. Recently we held 
an Agri Tech summit in Visakhapatnam; we 
want to make it an annual event”. 

However, assuring about government’s 
special plans to make Kurnool district as the 

seed hub, Naidu added, “We will provide full 
support to farmers of Srikakulam district who 
incurred heavy losses due to cyclone. We 
have brought farmers’ one stop service 
center. We are linking agricultural markets to 
e-NAM. Cold chain technology needed for 
sustainable agriculture. Farmers should take 
care that crop be yielded before October”. 

“The state government is planning to use 
drones for soil testing. We have already 
obtained technology that can help to combat 
humidity of the soil. Also, as many as 192 food 
processing companies are being set up in the 
state.” 

Meanwhile, State Agriculture Minister 
Somireddy Chandramohan Reddy said 
“Andhra Pradesh stands ideal to other states 
in agriculture. Teams from Karnataka and 
Maharashtra are coming to our state to study 
our methods. Government is taking all steps 
for aiding farmers”. 

“We gave input subsidy of Rs. 1680 cr to 
13.21 lakh farmers. Every eligible farmer will 
get debt waiver,” he said. (ANI) 

 

Women Co-Operative Societies Urged To Converge 
Nov 20, 2017 
http://www.theshillongtimes.com/2017/11/20/women-co-operative-societies-urged-to-converge/ 
 

he 64th All India Cooperative Week 
Celebration under the theme, 
“Empowering People Through 

Digitalisation of Cooperatives” concluded on 
Monday here in Williamnagar at Williamnagar 
Goverment College playground where School 
Education and Literacy Minister, Deborah C 
Marak was the chief guest. 

Closing the week-long celebrations, the 
minister urged the womenfolk to strengthen 
their cooperative societies by way of 
convergence. She also spoke at length about 
ways and means of nurturing the cooperative 
societies. Sharing the experiences of her 
travels in Europe, Deborah stressed on the 
need to improve the rural banking facilities in 

order to facilitate rural people and their 
cooperative societies. 

She also highlighted how “Amul” an Indian 
dairy cooperative based at Anand in Gujarat 
has come a long way from a humble 
beginning with its founder Verghese Kurien. 

The guest of honor, Denang T Sangma, former 
Chief Executive Member of Garo Hills 
Autonomous District Council (GHADC), urged 
the people to avail the opportunities being 
provided by the government under the 
cooperation department for uplifting the 
economy and the standard of living of their 
own. 
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East Garo Hills Deputy Commissioner, Ram 
Kumar, in his address said that cooperatives 
bring people together for uplifting the 
standard of living. He also said that there 
were inherent reasons for failure and success 
of cooperative societies and urged the 
officials of the Cooperation Department to go 
for in-depth studies in order to strengthen the 
Integrated Village Cooperative Societies. 

Others who spoke on the occasion included 
Daniel J Ingty, Director of Meghalaya Basin 

Development Authority (MBDA), Garo Hills 
region and AC Lyngdoh, Area Manager, 
Meghalaya Cooperative Apex Bank (MCAB), 
Tura. 

The closing ceremony-cum-mini exhibition, 
witnessed the participation of many 
entrepreneurs from all the districts of Garo 
Hills. The weeklong celebration was kicked off 
at Sajer Hall in Nongpoh, Ri-bhoi on 
November 14. 

 

Booster milk for children 

https://www.telegraphindia.com/states/jharkhand/booster-milk-for-children-187504 

ational Dairy Development Board 
chairman Dilip Rath said on Monday 
that children up to Class V in various 

state-run schools of Latehar district would get 
200ml of free milk fortified with Vitamin A 
and D from Tuesday. 

Over 12,000 children in Latehar would be 
benefited by the project that will be formally 
inaugurated by chief minister Raghubar Das. 

NDDB and its subsidiary companies had 
initiated the move to provide fortified milk to 
children for fighting malnutrition while 
celebrating its golden jubilee year in 2015-16. 

While Rural Electrification Corporation (RECL) 
is funding the project under its corporate 
social responsibility scheme, Jharkhand Milk 
Federation (JMF) will be taking care of 
logistics to ensure regular supplies to children 
of Latehar. 

Addressing a news conference, the NDDB 
chairman said that micronutrient deficiency 
was a serious issue across the country leading 
to impairment of physical and mental growth 
of children. 

"This programme is already going on in 
various parts of Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh, Delhi, 
Tamil Nadu and Telangana," he said. 

Rath maintained that the food safety and 
standards authority had fast-tracked 
initiatives to raise awareness and encourage 
adoption of fortified milk. 

Mother Dairy and several other cooperative 
societies, including Jharkhand Milk Federation 
and Tata Trusts, have already begun 
fortification of milk. 

He noted that milk production in Jharkhand 
had shot up to 98,000 litre per day and that 
the aim was to increase it to 2.5 lakh litre per 
day in 2019. 

He added that as of now, over 17,000 milk 
producers belonging to 16,000 villages were 
being benefited by the dairy business. 

"JMF will also be supplying fortified milk to 
common consumers through its retail outlets. 
Jharkhand will also be developed as a 
processing hub of fruits and vegetables," Rath 
added 
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NABARD projects credit plan for 2018-19 
 

NOVEMBER 17, 2017  
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Hyderabad/nabard-projects-credit-plan-for-2018-19/article20493568.ece 
 

he National Bank for Agriculture and 
Rural Development (NABARD) has 
projected ₹2,739.38 crore as Potential 

Linked Credit Plan (PLP) for the year 2018-19 
for the newly-formed Karimnagar district. 

Collector Sarfaraz Ahmad formally released 
the potential linked credit plan prepared by R. 
Ravi Babu, AGM, NABARD, in Karimnagar 
town on Thursday. The total credit potential 
under priority sector for Karimnagar district 
for the year 2018-19 is projected at ₹2,739.38 
crore, which is about 13.98 per cent more 
than the Annual Credit Plan (ACP) of the 
district for the year 2017-18. 

The potential assessed for crop loans is 
₹1401.70 crore, which is 51.17 per cent of the 
total projected potential for priority sector 
lending for Karimnagar district. The term 
loans for agriculture and allied activities 
including water resource development, farm 
mechanisation, land development, dairy, 
sheep and goat rearing, plantation and 
horticulture, etc. is pegged at ₹495.17 crore, 
which is 18.08 per cent of projected credit 
flow for priority sector lending and it is about 
26.10 per cent of total projected agriculture 
credit. Thus 69.24 per cent of total outlay is 
earmarked for lending to farm sector. 

The potential assessed under micro, small and 
medium (MSM) enterprises is ₹575.55 crore 
(21.10 per cent of total outlay), while it is 
₹266.95 crore (9.75 per cent of total outlay) 

under Other Priority Sector (OPS) including 
housing, education, renewable energy and 
social infrastructure, etc. 

Thrust has been laid on investment credit, 
which is 26.10 per cent of total outlay 
earmarked for agriculture lending with a view 
to achieve much needed capital formation in 
agriculture for doubling farmer’s income. 
After thorough sector-wise analysis in 
consultation with line departments, the 
projections for credit flow under water 
resource development, farm mechanisation, 
land development, animal husbandry and 
dairy development, sheep and goat rearing, 
poultry, storage godowns/market yards, 
plantation and horticulture, etc. were made. 

Other districts 

The NABARD had also projected the credit 
potential of ₹2,732.76 crore for Jagtial district, 
₹2004.81 crore for Peddapalli district and 
₹1540.50 crore for Rajanna-Sircilla district for 
the year 2018-19. The PLPs of these districts 
would be released separately in the ensuing 
district consultative committee meetings in 
the respective districts. 

Reserve Bank of India representative 
Ganeshan, Lead district manager Rajaiah, 
Andhra Bank DGM Nancharaiah, SBI-regional 
manager K. Nagaraju, Telangana Grameena 
Bank regional manager Krishnaiah, KDCCB 
CEO Satyanarayana Rao and others were also 
present. 
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How to use DESI GHEE to get Spotless Glowing Skin & Beautiful Hair |Beauty Benefits of 
DESI GHEE 
 

To watch the video Please follow the link below:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KXGEkXwYNFU&feature=youtu.be 

 

Regulatory/Legal 

Kerala: More milk-testing facilities at borders soon 
Nov 27, 2017,  

he state government would set up 
three milk-testing laboratories 
at border checkposts to prevent 

transportation of adulterated milk to the 
state, K Raju, minister for dairy development 
and animal husbandry, said here on Sunday. 
 
Inaugurating the National Milk Day 
observance, the minister said that the new 
facilities would become functional this year 
itself. Currently, the state has only one milk 
testing facility at Meenakshipuram checkpost 
at Tamil Nadu- Kerala border 
in Palakkad district. 
 
"The Meenakshipuram facility, which was 
inaugurated during last Onam season, could 
detect adulterants in six truckloads of milk 
transported to the state from neighbouring 
states during the festive season. We intent to 
set up permanent testing facilities," he said. 
 
Raju said that the government would soon 
launch a comprehensive insurance project for 
dairy farmers. "Currently, the dairy farmers 
can insure their livestock. The state dairy 
development department has drawn up a 
project to provide insurance cover to dairy 
farmers and their families as well," he said. 
 
The minister added that the government 
would start veterinary pharmacy outlets, one 
in each district, to provide medicines at just 
price. "Also, night time service by veterinary 
doctors, which is available currently in 85 
blocks, will be expanded to all blocks in one 
year's time". 

Dairy development minister K Raju launch the 
logo of Ksheerasangamam on Sunday 

KOZHIKODE: The state government would set 
up three milk-testing laboratories at border 

checkposts to prevent transportation of 
adulterated milk to the state, K Raju, minister 
for dairy development and animal husbandry, 
said here on Sunday. 
 
Inaugurating the National Milk Day 
observance, the minister said that the new 
facilities would become functional this year 
itself. Currently, the state has only one milk 
testing facility at Meenakshipuram checkpost 
at Tamil Nadu- Kerala border 
in Palakkad district. 
 
"The Meenakshipuram facility, which was 
inaugurated during last Onam season, could 
detect adulterants in six truckloads of milk 
transported to the state from neighbouring 
states during the festive season. We intent to 
set up permanent testing facilities," he said. 
 
Raju said that the government would soon 
launch a comprehensive insurance project for 
dairy farmers. "Currently, the dairy farmers 
can insure their livestock. The state dairy 
development department has drawn up a 
project to provide insurance cover to dairy 
farmers and their families as well," he said. 
 
The minister added that the government 
would start veterinary pharmacy outlets, one 
in each district, to provide medicines at just 
price. "Also, night time service by veterinary 
doctors, which is available currently in 85 
blocks, will be expanded to all blocks in one 
year's time".  

He called upon the primary milk cooperatives 
under Kerala Cooperative Milk Marketing 
Federation (Milma) to integrate rearing of 
chicken along with dairying to provide 
additional income to farmers. He added that 
animal husbandry department would provide 
one-day-old chicks and would buy back 
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grown-up birds from poultry farmers after 45 
days. 

"Milma has seen 17 per cent growth in 
production of milk during the past one year 
and the state is on the right track to attain 
self-reliance in milk production in one year," 
Raju noted. 

The minister also launched the logo of state 
Ksheera Sangamam to be held at Vadakara in 
Kozhikode in February. 

Historian MGS Narayanan delivered the 
Varghese Kurian memorial lecture at the 
function. Kozhikode MP M K Raghavan gave 
away the awards to best milk cooperative and 
milk farmer under Milma. Mayor Thottathil 
Raveendran, Dr MK Muneer MLA, MIlma 
Chairman PT Gopala Kurup spoke at the 
function. 

 

Seven-day bike rally covering 1,700km to pay tribute to India’s Milkman 
Nov 18, 2017, 07:32 IST 
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/vadodara/seven-day-bike-rally-covering-1700km-to-pay-tribute-to-indias-
milkman/articleshow/61695928.cms 
 

n a unique attempt to pay tribute to 
Milkman of India, bikers will embark on 
an expedition titled 'Introducing Dr 

Kurien' from Dr Verghese Kurien's birthplace 
Kozhikode in Kerala and reach Gujarat's 
Anand on November 26 - marking the 96th 
birth anniversary of Father of White 
Revolution which is celebrated as National 
Milk Day. 
 
Through this seven-day journey, covering a 
total of 1,700km, the bikers will explore the 
life and work of the man, who turned India 
from a milk deficient nation to world's largest 
milk producer. 
 
The team of around 50 bikers some of them 
veteran bikers, including an entrepreneur cum 
rider from Ahmedabad, a female techie from 
Kanpur and a digital marketing professional 
from Pune will traverse the beautiful west 
coast through Kozhikode - Mangalore - 
Hubballi - Goa and then go through Kolhapur - 
Pune - Virar - Vadodara to culminate in a 
grand finale at Anand - milk city where Dr 
Kurien spent a major part of his life. 
 
"This expedition aims to keep afresh the value 
of Dr Kurien's contributions in the minds of 
all, especially the youth. What could be a 
better way to introduce the legend than 
hearing his story directly from the people 
whose lives have been touched by the 
milkman!" said R S Sodhi, managing director 
of Gujarat Co-operative Milk Marketing 
Federation (GCMMF) - the marketers of Amul 
brand who are organizing the rally with the 
support of other state federations. 

 
On November 20, the rally will be flagged off 
from Milma Dairy, Kozhikode by chairman of 
Kerala Co-operative Milk Marketing 
Federation Gopala Kurup, chairman of 
Malabar Regional Co-operative Milk 
Producers Union Limited K N Surendran and 
GCMMF's chief operation officer K M Jhala. 
 
After visiting Milma plants at Kozhikode, 
Kannur and Kasargod, the bikers will be 
welcomed at Mangalore by Karnataka Milk 
Federation which markets brand 'Nandini'. 

Similarly, officials from Goa Dairy will join the 
rally at Cancaona region and guide the bikers 
to Goa Dairy after which the bikers will reach 
Kolhapur Zilla Sahakari Dudh Utpadak Sangh 
Ltd popularly known as Gokul Dairy. 

In Maharashtra, the bikers will be welcomed 
by Katraj Dairy, Pune and also witness 
production of Amul ice creams at Amul Dairy's 
Virar plant. 

In Gujarat, the bikers will cover the crucial leg 
through Surat and Vadodara while the rally 
will culminate with a grand finale at Anand 
where the bikers will witness the production 
of Amul chocolates at Food Complex, Mogar. 

The bikers will also visit prestigious institutes 
set up or inspired by Kurien, including 
Tribuvandas Foundation, Institute of Rural 
Management Anand, Anandalaya School, 
National Dairy Development Board, Vidya 
Dairy, Indian Dairy Machinery Company and 
finally visit GCMMF and Amul Dairy where the 
closing ceremony will be held. 
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Mangaluru: Hangyo bags six national awards for best ice cream 
Nov 17  
http://www.daijiworld.com/news/newsDisplay.aspx?newsID=481988 
 

SO-certified Hangyo Ice Cream, one of 
Karnataka's fastest growing ice cream 
brands won six awards in the 'Great 

Indian Ice Cream Contest 2017', including two 
gold medals for its 'Standard Vanilla Ice 
Cream' and 'Cool Kids' in the kids category. 
This category is coveted because it is judged 
by a panel of children. The contest was held 
under the aegis of DuPont and Indian Dairy 
Association on November 15 and 16 at 
Gurugram (erstwhile Gurgaon). 

Pradeep G Pai, managing director Hangyo Ice 
Cream Pvt Ltd said, "The haul of awards 
includes two gold medals for 'Standard Vanilla 
Ice Cream' and 'Cool Kids' in the kids category, 
3 silver awards in the Best Chocolate 
category, Mango Sorbet in the Sorbet 
category and the Most Innovative in the 
Innovative category, and also bronze award in 
the Standard Vanilla Frozen Dessert category. 
Hangyo Ice Cream won 6 medals in most of 
the categories. 

 
Pradeep Pai 

"In spite of Hangyo Ice Cream being one the 
most recent entrant into the established 
Indian ice cream market, Hangyo Ice Cream 
has introduced an astonishing rangeof ice 
cream products across all categories in 
various consumer age groups, taste profiles 
and price points. We take this opportunity to 
thank all those who have been a part of this 
wonderful journey and continue to do so. We 
are overwhelmed that our 15 years of 
hardwork and relentless efforts are 
recognised and appreciated," Pai said.  
 
This annual contest is organized to challenge 
ice cream manufacturers and producers to 
present their best products for popular choice 
awards. As many as 103 participants across 
India participated in the event and competed 
in six different categories. The contestants 

had presented nearly over 300 samples for 
the contest. 

Nitin Kulkarni, vice-president (operations), 
Hangyo Ice cream said, "We are honoured to 
win such a large number of awards in the 
prestigious Great India Ice cream Contest 
2017. It is particularly gratifying to receive the 
gold medal in the Standard Vanilla Ice Cream 
category and the kids category since it was 
kids who were the judges in the panel. There 
cannot be better recognition for any ice 
cream brand than to be chosen as the best ice 
cream by such discerning consumers as 
judges!" 

 
VP-Operations Nitin Kulkarni, QC-Head Jyothi 
G.M., Production Manager Mathan, Team 
Members Pradeep S., Nitin, Shivanand and 
Suresh Shetty 

The ice cream varieties were primarily judged 
on their flavor, aroma, texture, body, and in 
presentation. A panel comprising 
representatives from the ice cream industry, 
members of the Indian Dairy Association, and 
technical and innovation experts from 
DuPont, judged the event. The annual contest 
was open to all manufacturers of ice creams 
and frozen desserts in India. 

Entries are ranked in the following categories: 

• Best Standard Vanilla Ice Cream 
• Best Standard Vanilla Frozen Dessert 
• Best Chocolate Ice Cream or Frozen Dessert 
• Koop Kids Category (judged by a panel of 
kids) 
• Best Premium Ice Cream 
• Innovation Category 

 
The jury panel included renowned industry 
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experts from leading dairy, beverage and food 
companies. Product innovativeness, potential 
to be successful in commercial market and 
technical skills used in product development 
laid the foundation for selection of winning 
entries. A panel of approximately 15 children 
who are kids of DuPont Nutrition & Health 
employees in India evaluated entries in the 
‘kool kids’ category. Judges for the event 
included luminaries from the Indian ice cream 
industry, as well as a panel of approximately 
15 children. 

About Hangyo: 

Multitude of awards, a bastion of quality, a 
wide range of products, a hundred crore 
company; a brand that turned into a legend in 
double-quick time. Hangyo- share a smile 
holds the pride of being a brand as iconic as 
ice cream. 
20 years ago, in 1997 when Mr. Pradeep Pai 
currently the Managing Director, Hangyo 
Icecreams Pvt Ltd lwith a dairy brand 
Srikrishna, tasted a kind of twist ice cream on 
his visit to Australia and having drawn 
inspiration from there embarked on the 
journey of realising the ice cream dream- 
Hangyo was born. Hangyo’s spectacular 
journey began with an independent ice cream 
outlet at Saibeen Complex on a Christmas Eve 
in the small town of Mangaluru, which first 
served the ‘Softee’ that was an overnight 
sensation and success capturing the 
imagination of the ice cream lovers though 
frozen delights and innovative flavours. The 
humble beginning gave the brand the 
confidence and today Hangyo touches 7 
states taking many by surprise. 

Like the ‘Music for the heart and food for the 
soul’, Hangyo presents a world of delight. This 
is fulfilled with notes of romance and 
symphony of taste represented by the waves 
in the logo. At Hangyo taste buds are 
nurtured to infinity as the waves lap one’s 

tongue in ‘fantasea’ of myriad flavours. As the 
ice cream business roared, there was no 
looking back for Hangyo. With state-of-the-
heartmanufacturing plants spanning the 
undivided Dakshina Kannada District Hangyo 
has earned 152 channel partners, 1.5 million 
customers who vouch for the brand, 200 
franchisee parlours, 60+ hangyo shoppee’s in 
the last 15 years and looking for a positive 
future ahead. 

Hangyo believes in delivering quality in line 
with the expectations of the consumers and 
for this the brand even goes an extra mile. It 
has taken a lot to bring this spectacular brand 
to what it is today. The penchant for the best 
taste will not fail to guide the very creative 
RnD team. A dynamic team and an efficient 
work force is the sole reason behind the 
success of the most sought after frozen 
delight-Hangyo. The affinity for experimenting 
and a positive spirit fits perfectly into the 
company's slogan “share a smile”. The 
achievement has surely come from climbing 
onto lonely heights! Now having reached a 
formidable length, any competition seems like 
a distant figure on a long highway.  
 
Hangyo has its taste relished in all Southern 
states of India , sharing smiles across towns 
and villages whose exotic names have been 
an inspiration. They also plan to streamline 
their products into areas which have not been 
ventured into by big players. From the early 
beginnings to a ‘hundred crore, brand, 
Hangyo’s journey has come a long way and is 
becoming a national brand. The brand 
vouches for purity, perfection and nutrition 
that forms the milky constellation. We 
created ripples on day one and today is not 
just any other day with millions of Indians lap 
up our sincerity. Hangyo is today a brand to 
reckon with. This long journey has been just 
as exciting and delightful as the Brand itself. 
Still is. 
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Two-year undercover study reveals cruel side of India’s dairy industries 
 

Nov 25, 2017 23:53 IST 
http://www.hindustantimes.com/mumbai-news/two-year-undercover-study-reveals-cruel-side-of-india-s-dairy-
industries/story-7icLDyv1Rq2tVV2kbYKccN.html 
 

hat goes into the daily glass of 
milk that ends up on your table? A 
recurring process of animal 

cruelty, according to a two-year nationwide 
study by Pune animal protection group 
Animal Equality. 

Inexperienced men using unsterile equipment 
to artificially inseminate dairy animals, calves 
snatched from their mothers just days after 
birth, animals being brutally hit with sticks, 
chains or sold to slaughter houses when there 
is a drop in milk production — these were the 
findings of the group’s undercover study of 
dairy farms across India, documented through 
photos and videos. 

Around 107 dairy farms, two semen-collection 
centres, 11 cattle markets, eight 
slaughterhouses, seven meat markets and five 
tanneries in Haryana, Punjab, Telangana, 
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Uttar Pradesh, 
Gujarat and Maharashtra were investigated. 

The study, released on Saturday, National 
Milk Day, shows how practices violate the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (PCA) Act, 
1960, Transport Rules, 1978, Slaughterhouse 
Rules, 2001, and various high court and 
Supreme Court orders. It recommends that 
Dairy Animal Welfare Rules and guidelines for 
proper handling of cattle be introduced. 

 

Young buffaloes being taken to the 
slaughterhouse. (HT) 

“It may seem that cattle in India are 
protected, but they are tortured daily ,” said 
Amruta Ubale, executive director, Animal 
Equality. “In the wild, cattle may live up to 20 
years. These cruel practices cause their bodies 

to deteriorate at the age of just four,” she 
said. 

She added that unproductive animals are 
killed and supplied to the beef and leather 
industry. “These industries pump cows and 
buffaloes with hormones. Dairy owners 
medicate animals themselves to save costs, 
leaving them with injuries and untreated 
diseases,” she said. 

WHAT THE STUDY FOUND 

Reproduction in dairy farms, irrespective of 
their size, does not take place through natural 
mating. All 107 dairy farms used artificial 
insemination 

Calves are separated from their mothers 

Dead calves are stuffed with hay to trick the 
mother so milk production could continue 

Around 75% of dairy farmers were filmed 
saying that if production reduced by 1 or 2 
litres, the animal was sent to a 
slaughterhouse 

At slaughterhouses and cattle farms, more 
than 30 animals are stuffed into a truck at a 
time, violating transport rules. People 
transporting them pinch the animals’ genitals 
to force them to move, rub chilly powder into 
their eyes to distort their vision, and break 
their tails to make them submissive 

At slaughterhouses and cattle farms, animals 
are not stunned before being butchered. They 
are skinned alive 

Oxytocin — a hormone that causes the uterus 
to contract — that is banned by the Centre, is 
used to increase milk production. This not 
only harms the animal’s reproductive 
systems, but also reduces their lifespan 

According to the department of animal 
husbandry, dairying and fisheries, India has 
327 million cattle, the most in the world. The 
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government invested Rs2,242 crore to help 
meet a national demand of 150 million tonnes 
of milk by 2016-17, which is expected to 
increase to 210 million tonnes by 2021. 

Radha Mohan Singh, Union minister for 
agriculture and farmers welfare, told HT 
several national and state-level schemes had 
been introduced over the past two years to 
facilitate an increase in milk production and 
promote security for animals. “We started the 
Rashtriya Gokul Mission to conserve and 
develop indigenous breeds, set up a national 
breeding centre and 18 more such centres 
across India. We managed a 20% increase in 
milk production in India. This will boost 
farmers’ efforts to protect their cattle.” 

But, activists said an equitable demand for 
milk nationwide would help animal welfare. 
“It is time to reconsider our dairy policy and 
make consumption equitable so we have 
fewer animals. Only then will we have 
sustainable animal agriculture and animal 
welfare can be made a priority,” said NG 
Jayasimha, member, Maharashtra animal 
welfare board and managing director, 
Humane Society International/India. 

Ads by ZINC 

A senior official from the union environment 
ministry said guidelines are issued under 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960, 
but the department of animal husbandry does 
the monitoring. The national spokesperson 
from National Diary Development Board, 
Gujarat, said they were working with all 206 

cooperatives in India where trained 
professionals were taking care of animals in a 
scientific manner through private veterinary 
practices such as vaccines and breeding. 

Experts said guidelines drafted by the Animal 
Welfare Board of India (AWBI) have been 
ignored by the central government. “There 
are rules under PCA Act, standalone rules 
drafted by municipal corporations and local 
bodies, and suggestions have been made to 
strengthen them. But there is no will to 
implement them on the ground,” said Dr S 
Chinny Krishna, former vice chairman, AWBI. 

Recommendations for formation of Dairy 
Animal Welfare Rules and guidelines for 
proper handling of cattle 

Formation of a committee to monitor welfare 
of dairy animals 

Training for dairy farmers on proper handling 
and good practises 

Sexed semen technology to avoid male calf 
slaughter 

Strict standards of hygiene, discontinue 
tethering of animals and leave them open in a 
designated area, Effectively implement the 
oxytocin prohibition, prohibit cosmetic 
practices such as dehorning, tail docking and 
branding 

Increase the minimum penalty of Rs50 to Rs 
20,000 under the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals Act, 1960 

 

Study looks at adding protein in based sweetner MNEI to Yogurt 
21-Nov-2017 

To read the news please follow the link below: 

https://www.dairyreporter.com/Article/2017/11/21/Study-looks-at-adding-protein-based-sweetener-MNEI-
to-
yogurt?utm_source=newsletter_daily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=GIN_BASd&c=0QRuKkPguba0Jl7F
ewCP9N5xKgzYrevh&p2=21/11/17 
 

 

 

 

 



Vadilal Dairy International reports standalone net loss of Rs 0.77 crore in the September 
2017 quarter 
 

 November 20, 2017 00:01 IST 
http://www.business-standard.com/article/news-cm/vadilal-dairy-international-reports-standalone-net-loss-of-rs-0-77-
crore-in-the-september-2017-quarter-117111800491_1.html 

ales rise 15.97% to Rs 6.10 crore 

Net Loss of Vadilal Dairy 
International reported to Rs 0.77 
crore in the quarter ended 
September 2017 as against net loss 

of Rs 1.34 crore during the previous quarter 
ended September 2016. Sales rose 15.97% to 

Rs 6.10 crore in the quarter ended September 
2017 as against Rs 5.26 crore during the 
previous quarter ended September 
2016. ParticularsQuarter EndedSep. 2017Sep. 
2016% Var.Sales6.105.26 16 OPM %-4.92-
25.10 -PBDT0-0.96 100 PBT-0.45-1.34 66 NP-
0.77-1.34 43 
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History of dairy cow breeds: Red and White 

November 27, 2017  
 http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/history_of_dairy_cow_breeds_red_and_white 
 

ave you ever looked at a dairy cow 
and wondered about the history of 
the breed? Michigan State 

University Extension will explore the history of 
the seven major breeds of dairy cattle in the 
U.S. Holstein cattle were the first in the series, 
followed 
by Jerseys, Ayrshires, Guernsey, Brown 
Swiss and Milking Shorthorns. The seventh 
and final breed to be discussed is Red and 
White cattle. 

Red and White cattle are unique animals 
among those recognized through 
the Purebred Cattle Association because they 
can have genetics from several different 
breeds of dairy cows. Most Red and White 
cows are Holstein cattle, but they may also 
have genetics from other cattle that have 
reddish coats, such as Milking Shorthorns or 
Ayrshire. 

The red color is not something new in cattle. 
In fact, it is a natural variation and is caused 
by the expression of recessive genes. The red 
color was not favored by many Holstein 
breeders, which resulted in excluding red and 
white cattle from registration books. In 
response to this, the Red and White Dairy 
Cattle Association was established in 1964 by 
a group of Shorthorn cattle breeders. Looking 
to make improvements in Shorthorn milk 
production, Holsteins were a natural choice 
because of their milking qualities and natural 
red coat color. 

The Red and White Dairy Cattle Association 
maintains an open herd book and aims to 
keep Red and White Holstein bloodlines 
strong. There are two divisions in the herd 
book: the Red Registry for cattle that do have 
a Red and White coat color, and the Extended  

 

 

Registry for cattle who do not meet color 
requirements. Red and White Holsteins are no 
longer excluded from registering with Holstein 
associations, thus providing options for 
owners to choose where they want to register 
cattle. 

Knowing that Red and White cattle generally 
carry strong Holstein genetics, their origin and 
history is that of their black and white 
relatives and can be read about in “History of 
dairy cow breeds: Holstein.” 

As with all matters dealing with genetics, the 
expression of the red coat color is not as 
simple as we once thought. More information 
about the interesting history of Red and 
White Holstein genetics can be found in 
“There’s more to breeding Red and Whites 
than we thought” by Hoard’s Dairyman. Learn 
more about the breed organization by visiting 
the Red and White Dairy Cattle 
Association website, which has a membership 
program for youth through their junior 
division. 

Michigan State University Extension and 
the Michigan 4-H Youth Development 
program help to create a community excited 
about STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics). 4-H STEM 
programming seeks to increase science 
literacy, introducing youth to the experiential 
learning process that helps them to build 
problem-solving, critical-thinking and 
decision-making skills. Youth who participate 
in 4-H STEM are better equipped with critical 
life skills necessary for future success. 

To learn more about the positive impact of 
Michigan 4-H youth in STEM literacy programs 
and animal science programs, read our 2016 
Impact Report: “Building Science Literacy and 
Future STEM Professionals.” 
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Helping dairy farmers see how they measure up 
Nov 27, 2017 
 
https://www.shropshirestar.com/news/farming/2017/11/27/helping-dairy-farmers-see-how-they-measure-up/ 
 

ur new performance indicators reveal 
that dairy farmers should be aiming 
to achieve a full economic cost of 

production between 22 pence per litre and 
25ppl. 

The measures build upon our optimal dairy 
systems approach, which suggests farmers 
should focus on one of two production 
systems - all year round, or block calving 
(spring or autumn). 

When we started looking at the range of 
potential measures we came across over 70 
performance measures so it’s little wonder 
farmers are confused. Working with farmers 
and others from across the industry we’ve 
identified the key areas everyone should 
focus upon. 

The measures are broken down into two 
areas. The first set are ‘enterprise key 
performance indicators’ which highlight the 
six key areas for both all year round and block 
calving systems that are crucial to delivering 
the financial performance required. 

The second set of measures focuses on the 
three key financial measures that every 
business should know, understand and 
benchmark their performance against, 
including full economic costs of production. 

As well as providing definitions, AHDB is 
sharing what good, average and poor 
operators are currently achieving by analysing 
industry data from the top and bottom 25 per 
cent and average performers. 

One of the key measure for block calvers is 
‘cows calved within the first six weeks’ and we 
know that the top 25 per cent of farmers are 
getting this above 90 per cent. For all year 
round calvers, pregnancy rate is more 
relevant and the top operators are achieving 
over 20 per cent. 

Farmers can also enter their own figures into 
the online calculator to benchmark their 
performance and highlight focus areas. 

The measures will be built into the 
programme for the next wave of strategic 
dairy farms which are currently being 
recruited to complement the existing farm at 
Oadby in Leicestershire. 

It is now more important than ever that dairy 
farmers do everything they can to get in good 
shape to deal with future challenges. By giving 
farmers a clear set of measures and targets, 
they can review their performance and make 
changes to enable them to compete in this 
rapidly changing world. 

A full set of definitions along with guidance 
about how to calculate each measure can be 
found on our website. 

Alongside the calculator where you can enter 
performance and financial figures to see how 
you benchmark with others. Find these 
at dairy.ahdb.org.uk/optimal-dairy-
systems/key-performance-indicators 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

O



Waikato Farmers Turn Out for Robotic Milking System Demo 

Sunday, 26 November 2017, 10:59 am 
http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/AK1711/S00685/waikato-farmers-turn-out-for-robotic-milking-system-demo.htm 

aikato Farmers Turn Out for 
Robotic Milking System Demo 

A group of Waikato farmers 
headed to Cambridge yesterday to see 
firsthand how robotic milking systems are 
helping address current industry concerns 
around labour shortages and animal welfare. 

The Fisher farm in Cambridge is now into its 
seventh season milking with robots after 
purchasing a DeLaval Voluntary Milking 
System (VMS), where each cow chooses when 
she is milked as well as how often in a day. 

Owners John and Margaret Fisher opened the 
farm gates on Thursday to regional farmers to 
demonstrate the farm system and outcomes. 

“We went with robotic milking to reduce the 
stress on both staff and the cows and to 
basically find an easier way to milk cows," 
explained John Fisher. 

Farmers from around the region spent the day 
learning about the mechanics of a VMS, as 
well as the farm and data management 
systems that are just as important as the 
actual robots to ensuring the system delivers 
the benefits farmers are looking for. 

“Back in Holland you see a lot of robot 
milking,” said visiting farmer Klaas Akkersma. 

“Most interesting is the calmness from the 
cows.” 

Also of interest to him and others was the 
reduced labour requirement in a VMS, with 
the Fisher dairy operating as a one-person 
shed. 

Visiting dairy farmer James Killalel said using 
robots to improve consistency in the shed 
appealed to him. “With a worker in the 
morning they can be fine, during the day 
something might happen and he hasn’t got 
that right mindset, a cow can flick him in the 
head, and then the whole milking has this bad 
personality. 

Whereas with the robots, it’s the same thing 
all the time. You’re removing staff from the 
daily grind to do other things,” he explained. 

Grant Vickers, DeLaval’s Robotic Milking 
expert said it’s a benefit that is becoming 
more applicable to Kiwi farmers. “The 
potential for robotic farming to either reduce 
labour requirements, or change the skill set 
needed on a farm, is really relevant, especially 
in light of immigration changes we’re seeing 
talked about at the moment,“ he said. 

Other DeLaval farms also opened gates this 
week to showcase both the DeLaval Rotary 
E100 and the DeLaval Parlour P2100 systems.  
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Future dairy farmer gets an en-light-ening experience 

Posted Nov 25, 2017 at 6:00 AM 

or Uilleam Harper, giving back to the 
community is nothing new. But this 11-
year-old Luther Burbank sixth-grader 

will be getting a bit of a reward this time. 
Uilleam will get to turn on the lights at 
Lancaster’s tree lighting ceremony, Friday, 
Dec. 1. 

Uilleam has been showing dairy cows at the 
Bolton Fair for five years as part of 4-H. His 
family (his father is Steve Harper) used to own 
a dairy farm in Lancaster, he is said he enjoys 
continuing the family tradition. The prize 
money he earns, he always gives back. 

“This is my hometown, you are supposed to 
support your hometown,” Uilleam said. Most 
years, he has given the money back to the 
Bolton Fair. This year, Uilleam decided to give 
to Oil for Seniors, in Lancaster, as did other 4-
H members. 

“The (donation jar) for senior oil was so 
higher, but we thought we could get it even 
higher,” he said. 

“I am very proud of him,” said his mother, 
Colleen. “He’s made up his own mind each 
year who to give money to.” 

Peggy Corbett leads Lancaster’s 4-H. 

“Uilleam has the kindest heart of anyone I 
have ever met. If you ask him how long he has 

been in 4H, he will say I was born into it. He is 
always the first to jump up and say he will 
help as soon as I mention we have a service 
project to do, never minding what it will be or 
when,“Corbett said. “Most kids keep track of 
every thing they do and log in any moment 
they can to get it counted as community 
service, but not Uilleam. Time is never an 
issue. He will be the first to be there and go 
above and beyond what is expected ... He 
always thinks of everyone else before 
himself.” 

Corbett said Uilleam helped collect for seniors 
last year. 

“He was so concerned about why some 
seniors couldn’t have heat if it was needed. 
For him it became, ‘how I can change 
this,’“Corbett said. 

Uilleam is excited to be taking part in the tree 
lighting. 

“It is pretty awesome, and not something 
everyone gets to do,” he said. “I always 
wanted to do it, but didn’t think I would get 
the chance.” 

Uilleam invited others to join 4-H if they live 
in the area. 

“It leads to good careers,” he said. 
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Dairy farmer calls it a day after 52 years 

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 24 2017 
http://www.nation.co.ke/business/seedsofgold/Dairy-farmer-calls-it-a-day-after-52-years/2301238-4201526-
h4yt9k/index.html 
 

ruce Nightingale has been a dairy 
farmer for all his adult life after 
inheriting the practice from his father, 

with the family having come to Kenya in 1906. 

The family moved to Kenya from England and 
settled in Njambini, Kinangop, Nyandarua 
County 

In 1963, soon after Kenya’s independence, 
they moved to an 800-acre farm some 25km 
from Nakuru town off Njoro-Elburgon Road. 
The farm named Kenana has been his home 
since then, having taken over its management 
from his father in 1965. 

Kenana Farm, with its 300 animals, has been 
one of the leading milk producers in the 
country, supplying the produce to top 
processors. 
Last Saturday, however, Bruce now in his 80s 
decided to call it a day, and he did it in style. 

Bruce held one of the biggest dairy cows’ 
auctions on his farm, disposing some of his 
best animals as he goes into retirement. 
“I have been in the industry for about 52 
years. I have done my bit as a farmer and I 
believe it is my time to rest,” he said. 

Seeds of Gold was there to witness the event 
that attracted both upcoming farmers and 
who-is-who in the dairy sector.  
“Welcome to Kenana Farm auction sale for 
Holstein Friesian cattle,” a signpost read at a 
junction leading to the dairy farm. 
The farm’s two-acre parking yard resembled a 
motor vehicle showroom, with the space 
hosting mainly SUVs. 

The sparkling clean Friesian cows, a majority 
with sagging udders dripping with milk stood 
inside paddocks. 
Bruce’s records showed his animals produced 
an average of 20 to 60 litres of milk each day.  
Standing on a raised platform with a gong in 
his right hand and calling out for bids was a 
man dressed in a cowboy hat, a blue shirt and 
a matching trouser. 

“These animals were served with sexed 
semen from Germany, US, Netherlands and 

Canada and produce 40 litres a day each,” the 
auctioneer said, whetting buyers’ appetite. 

‘‘The first animal to go was a seven-year-old 
in-calf cow served with semen from US and 
due on January 12, 2018. The auctioneer said 
it had calved four times and produced at least 
40 litres a day. The animal was bought at 
Sh475,000. 

Some 80 animals were sold during the 
auction, with a majority going for between 
Sh200,000 and Sh300,000. 
The pedigree ones went for between 
Sh400,000 and Sh500,000. But the sale that 
scooped the toast for the day was that of 
three heifers worth Sh1.2 million in total that 
was won by farmer Mathew Koros from Narok 
at Sh1.2 million. 
The bidding price for each of the animal 
started at Sh150,000 and from the onset, it 
was obvious bidders were interested in 
buying the three as a package. 

The second offer rose to Sh170,000 but it was 
cancelled by another bid of Sh190,000 and 
hardly a minute it hit Sh220,000 as one bidder 
pulled out. 

But the auction intensified as a bidder raised 
it to Sh270,000 beating three others. Not to 
be outwitted, one of the bidders raised the 
price to Sh300,000 but no sooner had his bid 
been announced than his competitor raised 
the bar to Sh350,000. 

As the auctioneer roared to announce the 
offer, the crowd was shocked when Koros 
offered Sh400,000 for each of the animal to 
win. 
“If you look at the auctioneer board, I’m only 
selling champions. It is these champions that 
attracted potential buyers,” said Bruce as he 
pointed at the sold animals. 

The career farmer said it was not his wish to 
sell the award winning cows. 

“I feel so sad that I’m saying goodbye to these 
cows and also to farming,” noted Bruce. 
“These animals had given me great joy over 
the years and it was not my wish to sell 
them.”  
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Bruce cited a number of challenges that he 
has been experiencing, some which informed 
his decision to dispose the cows so that he 
can have an easy time.  
“We have been experiencing water shortage 
for quite some time now. A pipeline that was 
laid in 1935 is still serving the farm and with 
increased population, it has become 
impossible to get enough supply for the 
animals,” he observed.    
Fluctuating milk prices had also forced him to 
reduce the animals. 
“We have animals that give between 50 and 
60 litres each day, and these require good 
husbandry. If you sell a litre of milk at Sh35, 
then you are not getting the value for 
money,” said Bruce. 

The farmer added that there are lots of poor 
animal feeds in the market compromising milk 
production.  
“If you live in a country that imports grains, 
you cannot afford to feed your animals as you 
will be competing with human beings. This 
makes the price of dairy meals expensive.” 

When he started farming, he was milking a 
herd of 250 which was producing between 
5,000 and 7,000 litres of milk every day. 

However, prior to his retirement, he has been 
milking 50 cows producing an average of 
1,400 litres each day. 

“I’m growing old and I have to put my house 
in order before it is too late. Reducing the 
number of animals would help whoever takes 
over plans and builds his herd,” said Bruce, 
who would be handing over the baton to his 
three sons who have shown keen interest in 
farming. 

He had a piece of advice to those who bought 
his cows. 

“Love your animals and spend money if you 
hope to get good returns because what you 
put in is what you get.” 
Bruce has won many awards as a top dairy 
farmer in all local trade fairs he has attended. 
He said the farm plans to diversify to crop 
farming mainly wheat, maize and canola. 

Peter, a farmer from Kiambu who bought one 
of the animals, said he went for it because of 
high milk production. 
“I bought an animal from the farm some 10 
years ago and the returns I got have 
transformed my life. It was producing 30 litres 
a day.” 

Professor George Owuor, an agricultural 
Economist at Egerton University, said with the 
many challenges cropping up, dairy farmers 
both small or large must approach the 
venture strategically by investing heavily in 
water pans to collect run-off water which 
would be used as a backup during dry season. 

Bernard Makuri, the National Social Security 
Fund (NSSF) Nakuru branch manager, asked 
farmers to plan for their retirement by saving 
with the organisation. 
“Social security is important and Kenyans in 
informal sector should start early contribution 
because at one stage the body will reach a 
point where it will stop working and the 
money one saved will make the reminder of 
their lives comfortable.” 
However, he noted that unfortunately most 
farmers do not contribute to NSSF. “But it is 
not late, they should start now and pay any 
amount at their own pace.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Anti-counterfeit tech introduced in China for milk powder 

24-Nov-2017  
https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/new-anti-counterfeit-tech-introduced-in-china-for-milk-powder-
/s104/a6279/#.Whpqn1WWbcs 

 start-up firm is combining blockchain with radio-frequency identification in a bid to fight 
fakes and improve trust in the supply chain of milk powder products in China. 

 Walimai, which is based in China, has developed its own specialised RFID anti-
counterfeiting label that can be scanned with a smartphone app and is linked to blockchain 
technology, Business Insider reported. 

“Our answer to the problem [of counterfeits] is to apply technology that gives the consumer a tool 
to tell apart counterfeits from authentic products at every step in the supply chain,” Alexander 
Busarov, co-founder and chief executive of Walimai, told the publication. 

News of the technology development comes almost a decade after China’s infamous powder 
milk scandal where 300,000 children were poisoned by adulterated milk products containing the 
industrial chemical melamine, leading to 52,000 being hospitalised and at least six deaths. The 
melamine had been deliberately added to boost the amount of nitrogen in the milk, which is a 
marker of protein content. Two people were executed for their role in the scandal. 

According to a recent Quartz report citing a survey by consultancy firm McKinsey & Co, consumers in 
China are still anxious about buying milk powder, with 53 per cent saying they prefer well-known 
and established foreign brands of milk powder rather than domestic brands. 

The aim of the Walimai technology is to alleviate these fears by bringing transparency to the 
product’s supply chain to prove authenticity. 

“Whenever there is a change of custody, a product with the Walimai anti-counterfeiting label is 
scanned. Each scan updates the secret codes on RFID chips (and at the back-end), as well as 
capturing and updating geographical information in the system,” Busarov said. 

When purchasing, the consumer can scan the label with the corresponding Walimai smartphone app 
to view the supply chain history log to ensure the milk powder is genuine. The scan also gives the 
consumer information on the product, such as where it was produced, what it looks like, how to 
consume it, and the ingredients in it. 

The RFID labels, which are unique to each product, are dynamic as a result of the updates and 
changing codes along the supply chain, which makes them impossible to clone or counterfeit 
themselves, while opening of the product or removal of the label from the product destroys the 
functionality of the label so it can’t be re-used for illicit purposes. 

There are also further plans for growth, with the technology due to be linked to a crypto-token 
blockchain-based loyalty programme under the Singapore WaBi Project, with the intention of 
encouraging and incentivising consumers to scan the labels. 

Busarov told Business Insider that counterfeiting was rife in China – noting that he and co-founder 
Yaroslav Belinskiy were both poisoned by fake whiskey they drank during Walimai’s opening 
celebration party. It had been bought from a big-name chain store in Hangzhou. 

There was a lack of solutions to prevent counterfeits reaching the consumer, Busarov said. “Hence, 
none of the manufacturers or retailers have secure end-to-end control of the supply chain.” 

He believed Walimai addressed this issue. 

In April last year, nine people were arrested in China for selling fake baby formula under the brands 
Similac and Beingmate, and about 1,000 cans of milk powder, 20,000 empty cans and 65,000 fake 
Similac trademarks were seized. More than 17,000 cans had reached retailers’ shelves. 

The Chinese Food and Drug Administration said earlier this year that better regulation of milk 
powder is one of its top priorities. 
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Dairy services organizations create partnership 

https://www.manitobacooperator.ca/daily/dairy-services-organizations-create-partnership 

hree major service providers in 
Canadian dairy farming have formed a 
partnership that will result in one 

company supplying herd management and 
genetic services to Canadian dairy farmers. 

The partnership, including CanWest DHI, 
Valacta and the Canadian Dairy Network 
(CDN), still has to be approved by farmer-
members of the organizations. 

CanWest DHI provides on-farm testing 
services for individual dairy cow production 
and health in Ontario and Western Canada. 
Valacta provides the same services in Quebec 
and the Maritimes and the Canadian Dairy 
Network (CDN) provides genetic evaluation 
services for the sector. 

“We have worked closely with our partners at 
CanWest DHI and the Canadian Dairy Network 
for more than two decades and this is a 
natural extension of our historic working 
relationship,” said Valacta chair Pierre 
Lampron. 

When the partnership takes effect in October, 
2018, it will look to farmers like they are being 
served by one, merged company, but the 
reason it is being called a partnership is that 
the three organizations are bringing different 
levels of capital and resources, CDN general 
manager Brian Van Doormaal said. 

The organizations have commitments and 
receiving funding from local governments and 
organizations will be maintained. A merger 
would create a new legal entity, which the 
organizations wanted to avoid. 

There will be one management team and one 
new board of directors made up of licensed 
dairy farmers to oversee the partnership. 

“We are demonstrating that not only can we 
work together across the country, we can also 
work together across different areas of our 
industry,” CDN chair Norm McNaughton said. 

All of the organizations are challenged with 
the rapid spread of technologies that are 
changing demand for their services, creating 
significant challenges, but also opportunities. 

“We really are in an industry where there are 
a lot of things changing,” Van Doormaal said, 
including dairy farms growing larger but 
decreasing in number, at the same time as 
profit margins are being squeezed with lower-
priced milk. 

“The bottom line is that dairy farmers are 
saying we need to find efficiencies in our 
industry. We don’t want to find them in a 
reactionary way, to have to react to a crisis,” 
he said. “It’s always better to be proactive.” 

All of the organizations are healthy, he said, 
and that’s a good time to reorganize. 

CanWest DHI and Valacta have been 
traditionally known as dairy herd 
improvement organizations, with technicians 
visiting farms regularly, depending on service 
levels, to take individual cow milk production 
totals and milk samples, determining fat and 
protein levels in the milk. They have evolved 
to provide other testing of milk, including for 
somatic cell count, pregnancy, mastitis, 
Johne’s disease and signs of ketosis. 

Herd management data has provided farmers 
with the ability to compare cows and evaluate 
management decisions. 

CDN is the data repository for Canadian dairy 
genetic information, with software and 
processes that have made the Canadian 
genetic evaluation system the envy of the 
world. 

Genomic testing of heifers, cows and bulls 
means that the complex data system of real 
world evaluation of cow and bull performance 
that has worked well for generations isn’t as 
needed. That system remains important for 
proving genomic tests and providing higher 
levels of data reliability than genomic testing 
can give. As more dairy animals are genomic-
tested, that also means more opportunities to 
mine the data for advantages for dairy 
farmers. 

Advanced and instantaneous ability of milking 
equipment to measure many of the 
parameters historically collected in person is 
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causing pressure on the services provided by 
CanWest DHI and Valacta. 

Tie-stall, parlour and robotic milking systems 
can all give daily milk weights and measure 
conductivity of the milk to screen for mastitis. 
Some systems can also measure somatic cell 
count, ketosis precursors and measure 
progesterone to show which cows are in heat 
or pregnant. 

All of that data can be aggregated for herd 
level and industry level benchmarking and 
analysis by the dairy herd improvement 
groups, but they will have to change to make 
that happen. 

Driving together the genomic data and 
automated on-farm data to make one 
seamless resource for farmers means that the 
“DHI sector and the genetic evaluation side 
need each other more and more now than we 
needed each other in past,” Van Doormaal 
said. 

CanWest DHI and Valacta are leading 
providers of laboratory testing for sectors of 
the dairy industry. For example, they are 
responsible for the analysis of raw milk 
payment and milk quality services for Dairy 
Farmers of Quebec, SaskMilk, Alberta Milk 
and the BC Milk Marketing Board as well as 
specialized milk analysis services. Together 
the partners collect and test six million 
individual cow samples each year. 

The organizations will maintain existing 
offices in Ste-Anne-de-Bellevue, Que. and 
Guelph, Ont. CanWest DHI and CDN are 
already located in the same Guelph office 
building. The partnership will continue to 
manage four labs across the country. 

The combined organization will have about 
500 employees serving 11,000 dairy farms 
across Canada. All three are farmer-led 
organizations. 

  



 

 

YOUR ANIMAL DOCTOR: Dairy cow feeding regime 

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 24 2017 
http://www.nation.co.ke/business/seedsofgold/Dairy-cow-feeding-regime/2301238-4201696-pmgvxk/index.html 
 

’m new in dairy farming and I have a 
challenge on what rations I should feed 
my three cows? Please assist. 

Charles Chepkwony 

For a healthy and productive cow, feeds 
should provide the right balance of energy, 
proteins, minerals and vitamins. Fodder such 
as napier and Boma Rhodes may be 
supplemented with sweet potato vines, 
lucerne and desmodium, which are rich in 
protein. If fresh, they are best fed after a 
day’s wilt and chopped into 2 inches for the 
cows to feed easily with minimal wastage. 
Silage if available would be a great 
alternative. You may add molasses which is 
rich in energy and minerals although low in 
protein. Each of your cows should be fed 15-
20kg of chopped forage per day. Additionally, 
feed 3kg concentrates (dairy meal) per day for 
each cow depending on individual production. 
You may challenge the animals by increasing 
their dairy meal rations to an optimal level. 
Provide mineral salt at a rate of 150g for 
every 5 litres of milk produced, and an extra 
60g for every extra 5 litres. Free lick Intromin 
Mineral block should be availed at all times. 
Wholesome drinking water must be available 
all the time. 
 
Getting into pig farming 
I want to venture into pig farming and I am 
requesting for any crucial information that I 
should be armed with before starting.  
Tabitha 

Your pig unit should be located in a quiet area 
far from any residential settlements for 
purposes of disease control, manure 
management and avoidance of 
inconveniences to the public. The house 
should be constructed in such a way that 
there are pens for breeding, furrowing and 
feeding with good lighting and ventilation. 
The floor should be cemented with a slant for 
drainage. Good sanitation is a must. Identify a 
reliable source of feeds near you; pigs have a 
sow and weaner and finisher rations. Have 

fresh clean drinking water. Your local vet 
should help you design a parasite control and 
vaccination programmes. You must keep 
records for all activities undertaken. Lastly, 
have market for your animals. 

Ready for use desomodium 
I would like to buy ready desmodium for my 
cows. What is its nutritional value, how 
should I use it and can I get it packaged?  
David Bor 

Desmodium is rich in protein. It is best inter-
cropped, harvested and fed together with 
napier or Rhodes grass. You can bale it into 
hay or feed fresh (after wilting). If fed fresh, 
chop it into pieces of 2 inches or so for ease of 
feeding and to minimise wastage. You may 
buy desmodium seeds from Kalro. 

When to serve a heifer 
When is the best age to serve a heifer that has 
never had a calf?  Any recommended breed or 
semen for virgin heifers and how should I 
prepare it? 
Cosmas 

The best age to serve a heifer is 13-15 months 
so that she calves down between 22-24 
months. She should have attained between 
230 to 300kg body weight depending on the 
breed. You may use sexed semen for heifers 
or just standard semen from a reliable source. 
For milk quantity, you may go for a Friesian 
and a Jersey breed for quality. Preparation of 
heifers for breeding starts when the calf is 
born. Feed her colostrum first week after 
which you could introduce ‘Intromilk’ milk 
replacer. Intromilk helps in faster rumen 
development thereby allowing the calf to 
start digesting fodder for early maturity. At 
breeding, heifers must not be underfed or 
overfed as any of these may cause challenges. 
Feed the heifers with good quality fodder, 
0.5kg of concentrates (dairy meal) per day, 
mineral supplements to boost heat and 
Stimosol oral to improve gut health and 
digestability of fodder. Deworm your heifer 
every three months. 
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Organic Dairy Market News - 11/17/17 

Nov 25, 2017 
http://www.lancasterfarming.com/market_news/market_reports/dairy/organic-dairy-market-news/article_092dfc8a-
d128-11e7-86e0-5bedd50e7ae5.html 
 

.S. MILK PRODUCT SALES. AMS 
reports total organic milk products 
sales for September 2017 were 208 

million pounds, down 4.2 percent from the 
previous September but up 0.2 percent, 
January -September compared with the same 
period of 2016. Total organic whole milk 
products sales for September 2017, 83 million 
pounds, were up 0.4 percent compared with 
September last year and up 6.5 percent, 
January-September compared with the same 
period of 2016. USDA Supports Efforts to 
Expand Organic Food Exports. Efforts to 
increase organic food exports, including 
organic dairy, will expand in 2018. A recent 
$850,000 grant from the USDA will help fund 
organic food export promotion by a national 
organic trade association during 2018. In 
itiatives are planned in Germany at the 
world’s largest organic food show; Australia at 
a major food show; a trade mission to Israel; 
retail partnerships in Dubai, Hong Kong, 
Japan; as well as expanded effo rts within the 
United States. 

MONTHLY RETAIL ORGANIC MILK PRICE 
COMPARISON FOR TWENTY NINE U.S. CITIES. 
The November 2017 monthly in store survey 
of supermarkets in twenty nine U. S. cities, as 

to pricing of organic whole milk in half gallon 
containers, reveals that prices range from 
$3.24 in Denver and Houston, to $5.39 in 
Pittsburgh. 

Organic Dairy Retail Overview 

Over recent weeks, organic milk ads as a 
percentage of total organic ads by commodity 
have declined and  percentages have spread 
across  other organic dairy commodities. 
Leading  into  the  Thanksgiving  holiday,  the  
organic  milk  ad  percentage declined again, 
39 percent, as retail stores increased ads of 
other organic dairy commodities. Or ganic 
butter totaled 24 percent of the organic ads 
by commodity, and cream cheese, 15 percent, 
of the  organic ad percentage. 

Overall, organic retail advertisements posted 
a decline of 
46  percent.  Specifically,  organic  milk  ads  d
eclined  56  percent  and  organic yogurt ads 
declined 83 percent. However, organic cheese 
ads show an increase, 16 percent. Organic 
butter and organic half gallon milk posted the 
highest volume of ads. Further, the retail price 
spread between organic half gallon milk  and 
conventional half gallon milk carries an 
organic price premium of $1.47. 

 

Animal rights group says two of Italy's most famous cheeses are 
made with milk from abused cows 

November 25, 2017 · 11:15 AM EST 
https://www.pri.org/stories/2017-11-25/animal-rights-group-says-two-italys-most-famous-cheeses-are-made-milk-
abused-cows 

ompassion in World Farming (CIWF) 
released footage it said it had recently 
obtained from nine farms in Italy's Po 

valley exposing the "shocking" conditions 
endured by exhausted cows wallowing in their 
own excrement. 

The charity is using the footage to launch 
#notonmypasta, a campaign aimed at pushing 
producers of the two cheeses to introduce 
welfare guidelines for their milk suppliers, 

who manage an estimated 500,000 dairy 
cattle for a business with annual sales of some 
five billion euros. 

"What our investigators expose is the misery 
of life in a factory farm," said Emma Slawinski, 
CIWF's director of campaigns. "There were 
extremely underweight, overworked animals 
being treated like milk machines, suffering 
just so we can add a topping to our pasta. 
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"Parmesan and Grana Padano cheeses are 
marketed as 'high quality' when in fact the 
reality for the cows couldn’t be further from 
the truth. It's time to put these animals back 
on the land where they belong." 

A spokesman for the consortium of producers 
of Parmigiano Reggiano confirmed that 
production specifications for the upmarket 
cheese did not cover animal welfare because 

"it is not something that has an impact, if not 
marginally, on the quality of the product." 

But he insisted producers cared about animal 
welfare standards and said the consortium 
was in the process of introducing a 
certification system designed to ensure 
minimum animal welfare standards are 
observed. 

 

MOTHER'S MILK BANK TO OPEN WITH MDA 

 NOVEMBER 18, 2017 19:23 
  
http://www.jpost.com/HEALTH-SCIENCE/Mothers-milk-bank-to-open-with-MDA-514553 
 

fter more than a decade of delays, 
the Health Ministry expects to open a 
mother’s milk bank by mid-2018. 

 
The need for a supervised breast milk bank is 
urgent because only about 50% of mothers of 
premature babies are able to breastfeed and 
some infants cannot digest processed milk 
formula. 

Dr. Lisa Rubin, who is in charge of maternal 
and children’s health at the ministry, told The 
Jerusalem Post on Thursday that the issue is 
very complicated and that not all the details 
of setting up a milk bank have been worked 
out. 
 
The ministry has budgeted some NIS 1 million 
for the establishment of the bank – an 
amount that will be matched by Magen David 
Adom. 
 
The bank will initially be established at MDA ’s 
Jerusalem branch in the Romema 
neighborhood, but once MDA ’s new National 
Blood Services Center in Ramle is opened, it 
will be transferred there. 
 
MDA has significant experience transferring 
blood units to hospitals around the country 
and testing them for pathogens before 
allowing them to be used. Similarly, said 
Rubin, MDA will be able to supply safe, tested 
mother’s milk to premature baby units in the 
hospitals. Donors will not be paid for their 
effort and contributions. 

 
In 2006, Rubin’s predecessor, Prof. Yona 
Amitai, introduced the idea of setting up a 
mother’s milk bank. Five years later, the 
ministry proposed the idea to MDA , but 
nothing came of it. 
 
There are groups of ultra-Orthodox (Haredi) 
women who donate breast milk to other 
mothers, but these donors are not tested for 
HIV, hepatitis C and other viral diseases, 
highlighting the importance of 
institutionalizing the practice. 
 
Furthermore, various social media networks 
are used as a forum for communication 
between breast milk donors and new mothers 
of premature babies – activity that is not 
supervised by the health authorities. 
 
“We have not found a way to monitor these 
activities,” Rubin said. “This is not our 
purview. There are technical and legal 
hurdles.” 
 
After would-be donors are tested, hospitals 
will give donated breast milk free to mothers 
of premature babies according to a list of 
priorities. The milk can be stored frozen for up 
to six months. 
 
“The technicalities have not all been worked 
out. We don’t yet know how many units are 
needed. We have not decided whether to 
provide milk to normal weight full-term 
babies whose mothers can’t or won’t 
breastfeed and who are unable to drink 
formula,” Rubin said. 
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The milk bank project got a push from the 
Association for Mother’s Milk Donations, 
headed by Dr. Sharon Breensburg Tsabari, 
who will also head the mother’s milk bank. 
 
MK Orly Levy-Abecassis explained the urgent 
need for a breast milk bank, especially for 
premature babies: “When it comes to giving 
birth on time, women can usually decide 
whether to breastfeed or not. When talking 
about pre-term premature infants, their 
digestive system has not yet developed in its 
entirety, so any milk substitute can be life 
threatening. In many cases, the mother 
cannot breastfeed and there is a significant 
need for replacement breast milk for the 
baby,” said Levy-Abecassis, who is a mother of 
four. 
 
“There are now unofficial banks in Israel, and 

even if it comes from a place of mutual 
responsibility and social solidarity, this brings 
with it a very great danger. We do not know 
where the milk came from, under what 
conditions it was pumped and stored. 
 
Was the mother healthy? Was the milk clean 
and well-nourished and healthy for the baby? 
The time has come for the State of Israel to 
take responsibility and start acting as a 
developed country,” she said. 
 
Tsabari added that “Israel is the only OECD 
country that is unable to guarantee breast 
milk for babies. This is a basic human right 
and should be separated from the question of 
whether the mother can breastfeed or not. 
World data show that when there is a milk 
bank, it actually increases the percentage of 
breastfed infants because women understand 
the value of their milk.” 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


